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Detroit tops list of 
hard-to-count cities 
ahead of census 

By COREY WILLIAMS, MIKE SCHNEIDER and ANGELIKI 

KASTANIS 

Associated Press 

DETROIT (AP) — When the U.S. Census Bureau starts count¬ 
ing people next year in Detroit, obstacles are bound to 
arise: The city has tens of thousands of vacant houses, 
sparse internet access and high poverty — factors that 
will make it the toughest community to tally. 

Other Rust Belt towns that have lost population and cit¬ 
ies in the Sun Belt with large numbers of immigrants and 
transplants will pose similar challenges in the coast-to- 
coast headcount, an Associated Press analysis of govern¬ 
ment data found. 


Continued on Page 2 



This Dec. 5, 2019, photo shows the Detroit skyline. An Associated Press analysis finds that Detroit 
tops the list of cities that will be hardest to count in the 2020 census. 

Associated Press 
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Detroit tops list of hard-to-count cities ahead of census 



In this Nov. 22,2019, photo, Detroit 2020 Census Campaign executive director Victoria Kovari looks 
over a Detroit map showing city neighborhoods that were under-counted in the 2010 census. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Nationwide, about a quar¬ 
ter of the population lives 
in hard-to-count neighbor¬ 
hoods, including a major¬ 
ity of people in Atlanta, 
Cleveland, Dallas, Los An¬ 
geles, Milwaukee, Mem¬ 
phis, Tennessee, and Fres¬ 
no, California. 

Obtaining an accurate 
count is critical because 
the census determines the 
allocation of $1.5 trillion in 
federal spending and de¬ 
cides which states gain or 
lose congressional seats. 
“There is nothing more im¬ 
portant, no higher priority, 
than reaching the hard to 
count,” Census Bureau Di¬ 
rector Steven Dillingham 
told lawmakers last sum¬ 
mer. 

Detroit’s recent resurgence 
has led to refurbished 
downtown buildings, new 
boutique hotels and an in¬ 
vigorated arts community. 
But the renaissance has 
done little for some resi¬ 
dents who live in persistent 
poverty and harbor linger¬ 
ing mistrust after decades 
of racial upheaval. The 
many empty homes are rel¬ 


ics of the mass exodus that 
began in the 1950s and 
sent Detroit’s population 
plummeting from about 1.8 
million to 670,000. 

About 86% of Detroit's 
population lives in hard-to- 
count neighborhoods, by 
far the largest proportion of 
any major U.S. city, the AP 
analysis found. 

Annette Brock, who lives 
northeast of downtown, 
said some residents see no 
connection between an¬ 
swering questions from the 
government and improv¬ 
ing their lives. 

“Everybody else outside of 
us gets help before we do," 
Brock said. “I don’t blame 
nobody if they don’t want 
to participate, or if they 
don'twantto help, or if they 
don't want to say nothing 
no more. They’re tired of 
speaking their mind.” 
Nationwide, the Census 
Bureau predicts a 60.5% re¬ 
sponse rate. 

About 70% of Detroit resi¬ 
dents turned in their 2000 
Census forms. That figure 
fell to 64% a decade later, 
when the national rate was 
74 percent. 

In 2010, 220,000 Detroit resi¬ 


dents were living in house¬ 
holds that did not fill out 
questionnaires, costing the 
city $2,000 to $5,000 annu¬ 
ally for every uncounted 
person, said Victoria Kovari, 
executive director of De¬ 
troit's 2020 Census Cam¬ 
paign. 

To get those numbers back 
up, city census teams have 
knocked on nearly 130,000 
doors in neighborhoods 
that were under-counted in 
the last census and spoken 
with more than 26,000 peo¬ 
ple. But Kovari is still con¬ 
cerned. For the first time, 
the Census Bureau would 
like respondents to answer 
questions online, but the 
agency estimates that 30% 
of Detroit households lack 
regular connection to the 
internet, roughly double 
the national percentage. 
The Census Bureau sends 
workers to homes that 
don’t respond. In Detroit, 
that means knocking on 
the doors of vacant houses 
and others where residents 
may not answer. 

Almost 80 percent of De¬ 
troit is African American, 
and observers “know we 
are going to have an un¬ 
dercount among the black 
population,” said Diana 
Elliott, an Urban Institute 
researcher who co-wrote 
a report last summer that 
estimated anywhere from 
900,000 to 4 million people 
could be missed. 


“That puts Detroit at great¬ 
er risk just because of the 
demographics,” Elliott said. 
Researchers have learned 
that Latinos, African Ameri¬ 
cans, non-English-speaking 
immigrants and children 
under 5 are the hardest 
to count, along with tribal 
members, nontraditional 
families and people with in¬ 
formal living arrangements. 
Experts say the Trump ad¬ 
ministration’s effort to put a 
citizenship question on the 
questionnaire may scare 
off immigrants who live 
here illegally and others. 
Although the effort failed, 
opponents of the question 
say damage has already 
been done. 

California and New Mexico 
have some of the nation’s 
largest concentrations of 
Latinos. In those states, over 
40 percent of the popula¬ 
tion lives in hard-to-count 
neighborhoods. 

By contrast, Vermont, 
Maine and West Virginia 
have some of the highest 
concentrations of white 
residents and older peo¬ 
ple, who are more likely to 
fill out census forms. There, 
less than 5% of the popula¬ 
tion lives in hard-to-count 
neighborhoods. 

To tout the importance of 
the 2020 census, California 
is spending an estimated 
$187 million on advertising 
and events and recruiting 
neighborhood leaders to 


encourage participation. 
California census officials 
have hired liaisons whose 
sole focus is 15 specific 
hard-to-count groups, in¬ 
cluding farm workers, the 
homeless and people with¬ 
out broadband subscrip¬ 
tions. 

“You really have to un¬ 
derstand the structural 
barriers that exist,” said Di- 
tas Katague, director of 
the California Complete 
Count-Census 2020 Office. 
Gathering accurate popu¬ 
lation data in Detroit can 
be daunting because of its 
size and the emptiness of 
some neighborhoods. The 
city was almost bursting 
its limits through the 1950s, 
until good-paying auto 
and other manufacturing 
jobs allowed a burgeon¬ 
ing white middle class to 
find bigger homes and bet¬ 
ter schools in the suburbs. 
Years of housing discrimi¬ 
nation made it harder for 
the city’s black residents to 
leave. 

Tensions between Detroit’s 
black residents and its 
mostly white police depart¬ 
ment exploded in a riot in 
1967, scarring the land¬ 
scape and driving more 
white flight. 

The 1973 election of Cole¬ 
man A. Young as the city’s 
first black mayor was a 
milestone in Detroit's rise as 
a city dominated by Afri¬ 
can Americans. □ 


pureocean 

® I ( l H ill> C M « l l i 


IT’S 6 O'CLOCK SOMEWHERE... 

join us: 

HAPPY HOUR DAILY 
FROM 6-7 PM 

SUNSETS I DRINK SPECIALS I FREE PARKING 

Tantalize your taste buds with delicious 
NEW bar bites starting at just $8 and the 
perfect wine, cocktail or beer! 


ANT I j f- 

.A 



located at Qivi Aruba Phoonix Beach Resort 
J.B. frausqutn Blvd. 7S t Pafm Beach 

For more information, caff oxl 7002 


DMVI ARUBA PHOENIX 









¥§DAY 


ARl BA'S MOS T REWARDING CASINO EXPERIENCE 



WHEEL 




U.S. NEWSIA! 


FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 2019 


A u p v^* I T^F , Mt7YT WTNNFQ? 

ii jl ■v. Lj a w O a a a 1 A i_j Zi. a t¥ J. J. t jL i a V 1 

RKcriveonp 1 1 1 r.irflo ticket for every eighty points on slot m.iL-htries/SJl) theoretical win 


SELECTING 20 FINALISTS FOR THF DRAWING 


RAFFLE BOX 
15 FINALISTS 

OCTOBER 31 
NOVEMBER .10 
DECEMBER 14 


TOP PLAYER 
POINTS RACE 
4 FINALISTS 

OCTOBER -11 
NOVEMBER 30 


GOLDEN TICKET 
1 FINALIST 

NOVEMBER 2.1 
TO DECEMBER 7 


Selecting one (1) lucky winner of the Super Car or 5250,000 Cash! 


December 14,2019 | Starting at 9PM 


THE CASINO 

AT THE RITZ * CARI TON, ARUBA 


Feds seek new ways to spot illicit opioids mailed into U.S. 



In this Dec. 12, 2019 photo, Bijia Chen, an engineer with a 
technology company that won a federal contest to find 
new or better ways to scan incoming mail for illegal opioid 
shipments, demonstrates how the computer analysis works at 
a demonstration in Egg Harbor Township, N.J. 

Associated Press 


By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP, 
N.J. (AP) — The federal 
government is enlisting the 
help of the private sector 
to develop better ways 
to spot and intercept illicit 
opioids shipped into the 
United States through the 
mail. 

Several federal agencies 
on Thursday awarded a 
$500,000 prize to a Mas¬ 
sachusetts firm that devel¬ 
oped an improved way 
to scan and analyze the 
contents of mail for illegal 
shipments of drugs such as 
fentanyl, much of which is 
shipped from China. 

The Department of Home¬ 
land Security, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection, 
the Postal Service and the 
White House Office of Na¬ 
tional Drug Control Policy 
chose the winners of the 
Opioid Detection Chal¬ 
lenge, a global competi¬ 
tion that drew more than 


80 entrants since its Febru¬ 
ary announcement. 

The goal: Develop new or 
better ways to find and 
seize illicit drug shipments 
at mail processing facili¬ 
ties without unduly slowing 
down global commerce. 
Authorities said the U.S. 
handles more than 480 mil¬ 
lion international parcels a 
year through its mail intake 
facilities. 

“The ability to detect these 
dangerous drugs truly is a 
national security threat,” 
James Carroll, the White 
House's drug czar, said 
during a press conference 
at a federal aviation labo¬ 
ratory just outside Atlan¬ 
tic City. “The only thing 
that matters is saving lives. 
We’re excited about this 
technology.” 

Integrated Defense & 
Security Solutions, a Box- 
borough, Massachusetts, 
company, took top honors 
for its technology using 3D 
X-ray scanning similar to 


CT scans. The company 
added automated detec¬ 
tion computer algorithms 
to existing scanning tech¬ 
nology to better enable 
the detection of illegal 
opioids. The system identi¬ 
fies abnormalities in the X- 
ray images based on the 
scanned item's features 
and physical properties. 

At the press conference, 
company vice president 
Omar AIKofahi ran a sam¬ 
ple package of diluted 
fentanyl powder through 
a scanner, where an im¬ 
age on a computer screen 
flagged it as suspicious. In 
practice, the system could 
be used to automatical¬ 
ly divert such suspicious 
packages to the side for 
closer inspection and pos¬ 
sible seizure. 

A runner-up winner devel¬ 
oped technology that uses 
radio-frequency signals to 
search for specific materi¬ 
als, and triggers an alarm 
when a signal associated 


with an illicit substance is 
detected. 

Other entries used artificial 
intelligence and machine 
learning, spectrometry 
the study of interaction 
between light and mat¬ 
ter and spectroscopy the 


study of matter interacting 
with electromagnetic ra¬ 
diation; robotic noses and 
other sensor technologies. 
The federal government 
has not committed itself to 
using the technologies at 
its mail facilities. □ 
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Tentative deal would avert possible looming federal shutdown 



Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks during her 
weekly news conference on Capitol Hill, Thursday, Dec. 12, 
2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Se¬ 
nior lawmakers announced 
a tentative agreement 
Thursday on an almost $1.4 
trillion government-wide 
spending bill that would 
stave off a federal shut¬ 
down next weekend and 
split the differences on a 
number of contentious is¬ 
sues. 

The handshake agreement 
was announced by the 
chairwoman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, 
Rep. Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., 
and other top members of 


Congress. “There’s a meet¬ 
ing of the minds,” Lowey 
said. 

Details of the agreement 
were not announced and 
processing the sweeping 
measure is sure to take 
a few days. But it would 
award President Donald 
Trump with $1.4 billion in ad¬ 
ditional money for the U.S.- 
Mexico border wall while 
giving the Democrats who 
control the House a num¬ 
ber of their priorities such as 
expanded Head Start and 
early childhood education. 
The measure is likely to pass 
the House next week just 


before the House votes on 
impeaching Trump. A Sen¬ 
ate vote is expected be¬ 
fore a temporary spending 
bill expires next Friday at 
midnight. 

A White House official said 
Trump is likely to sign the 
bill because it maintains his 
ability to pay for the wall. 
The official spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
the deal is not official. 

A year ago, a deadlock 
oover the wall led Trump 
to spark a 35-day partial 
government shutdown. The 
eventual agreement that 
emerged produced a tem¬ 


plate for the current pact: 
no “poison pill” policy pro¬ 
visions on topics such as 
abortion and the environ¬ 
ment that could not pass 
muster with both Demo¬ 
crats and Republicans. 

“We decided that the de¬ 
cisions would be made to¬ 
day,” said Rep. Kay Grang¬ 
er, R-Texas. “We said, 
‘It's time to get this thing 
done.’” 

At issue are 12 annual 
spending bill that fund the 
day-to-day operations of 
federal agencies. The ap¬ 
propriations package fills in 
the long-overdue details of 
this summer's budget and 
debt pact, which offered 
boosts to both the Penta¬ 
gon and domestic agen¬ 
cies instead of the sharp 
across-the-board spend¬ 
ing cuts required under a 
now-defunct 2011 budget 
agreement. 

Key factions supporting 
the sprawling package in¬ 
clude GOP defense hawks 
and Democrats, who won 
increases for domestic 
programs. The probable 


— and deeply unpopular 

— alternative would be to 
mostly run the government 
on autopilot and give back 
about $100 billion in spend¬ 
ing increases from the July 
budget deal. 

But Trump was denied $3.6 
billion to replace money 
tapped from popular mili¬ 
tary base projects, an out¬ 
come that might make him 
reluctant to repeat his con¬ 
troversial move to declare 
an national emergency to 
grab the military money. 
The drive for a spending 
agreement faced nu¬ 
merous hurdles, but it al¬ 
ways had strong support 
from the top four leaders 
on Congress, especially 
House Speaker Nancy Pe¬ 
losi, D-Calif., and top Sen¬ 
ate Republican Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell of Kentucky, two 
veterans of the appropria¬ 
tions process with a long 
history of assembling the 
votes for catchall spending 
bills. Their relationship has 
soured but they are a po¬ 
tent force when they team 
up.Q 
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Fewer kids report sex abuse in U.S. juvenile detention centers 



By REBECCA BOONE 

Associated Press 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A new 

federal report has found 
the number of kids who say 
they have been sexually 
victimized in juvenile deten¬ 
tion centers has dropped 
across the U.S. compared 
with past years. But remark¬ 
ably high rates of sexual 
abuse persist in 12 facilities 
stretching from Oregon to 
Florida, according to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
report released Wednes¬ 
day. 

The report analyzed data 
collected during more than 
6,000 anonymous inter¬ 
views last year at nearly 330 
juvenile detention facilities. 
Young people were asked 
about any forced or co¬ 
erced sexual contact they 
experienced, whether by 
staffers or other kids, rang¬ 
ing from rape to unwanted 
touching to being shown 
sexual pictures or movies. 
Nationwide, an estimated 
7.1% of children in juvenile 
facilities reported being 
sexually victimized during 
the previous 12 months, the 
report said. That’s a drop 
compared with the last 
time the survey was done 
in 2012, when 9.5% of youth 
reported being victimized. 
“Today’s report shows that 
the juvenile detention sys¬ 
tem is making long over¬ 
due strides in preventing 
sexual abuse,” Lovisa Stan- 
now, executive director of 
Just Detention Internation¬ 
al, an organization seek¬ 
ing to end sexual abuse in 
detention, said in a state¬ 
ment. “But even one sexual 
assault is too many and, 
as the report makes clear, 
this violence remains com¬ 
monplace in youth facilities 
across the U.S.” 

Twelve facilities had dra¬ 
matically higher rates of 
sexual victimization, includ¬ 
ing three juvenile residen¬ 
tial centers in Florida, three 


in Texas, and one each in 
Oregon, Arkansas, Idaho, 
Georgia, Ohio and New 
Jersey, according to the 
report. 

At the Liberty Juvenile Unit 
for Specialized Treatment 
in Florida, just over 26 per¬ 
cent of youth reported be¬ 
ing sexually victimized in 
the past 12 months. Similar¬ 
ly high rates — about 22% 
and 21% — were reported 
at the Hastings Compre¬ 
hensive Mental Health 
Treatment Program and 
Gulf Academy, both in Flor¬ 
ida. 

Florida officials did not im¬ 
mediately respond to a 
request for comment from 
The Associated Press. 

At the Juvenile Correction¬ 
al Center in the small east¬ 
ern Idaho town of St. An¬ 
thony, nearly 13 percent of 
youths reported being sex¬ 
ually victimized within the 
last 12 months. Roughly 500 
miles (805 kilometers) north 
in a Lewiston, Idaho, juve¬ 
nile correctional center, 
meanwhile, no incidents of 
sexual victimization were 
reported. 


Idaho Department of Ju¬ 
venile Corrections Director 
Monty Prow said he was 
surprised to learn the St. 
Anthony facility had a high 
rate of victimization. Call¬ 
ing children’s safety the 
“primary task," he said his 
department would dig into 
the data. 

“If the kids don’t feel safe, 
they won’t move to the 
treatment aspects of what 
we're trying to offer,” he 
said. 

Kids at the St. Anthony fa¬ 
cility can contact trusted 
adults and child protection 
hotlines around the clock 
and report abuse in other 
ways. Prow said. They get 
training at least once ev¬ 
ery three months on how to 
report problems if they feel 
unsafe. 

He said Idaho also takes 
part in a national program 
called Performance-based 
Standards, which uses out¬ 
side experts and data anal¬ 
ysis to help officials improve 
conditions in juvenile de¬ 
tention facilities. 

“Based on all the things 
we do, we were surprised 


Associated Press 
to see St. Anthony end up 
on that list,” Prow said. “But 
we’re definitely looking into 
it to make sure there's not 
something we can do bet¬ 
ter. We're always looking 
to do better because the 
kids deserve it, and we will 
never stop doing that.” 

The report’s findings raise 
concerns about states’ 
level of oversight of each 
problematic facility and 
whether enough is being 
done to uncover and re¬ 
spond to sexual abuse, said 
Marsha Levick, chief legal 
officer for the Juvenile Law 
Center, a rights organiza¬ 
tion within the child welfare 
and justice system. 

“They need to step it up, 
quite frankly,” she said. 
“The fact that we see such 
variability across and within 
states of course heightens 
the need to ensure that 
we’re asking every child so 
we really understand what 
the victimization looks like." 
Research shows that trau¬ 
ma inflicted on kids in resi¬ 
dential programs like de¬ 
tention centers increases 
the risk that they will expe¬ 


rience mental health prob¬ 
lems, have delays in their 
educational progress or 
harm themselves or others, 
Levick said. 

“We removed these chil¬ 
dren from their homes, we 
have an obligation to keep 
them safe,” she said. “We 
do it because we claim 
we're going to treat them, 
provide them an opportu¬ 
nity for rehabilitation, but if 
they are victimized in those 
facilities, we have failed 
them.” 

The previous Bureau of Jus¬ 
tice Statistics report includ¬ 
ed information about kids’ 
demographics, along with 
the finding that gay, lesbi¬ 
an, bisexual and transgen¬ 
der young people were 
abused at a far higher rate 
than others. 

The newest report doesn't 
include that data yet. The 
information will be ana¬ 
lyzed and published in a 
future report. Bureau of 
Justice Statistics unit chief 
Erica Smith said. 

Stannow of Just Detention 
International said the lack 
of demographic informa¬ 
tion is baffling. The report 
also didn’t include infor¬ 
mation about the circum¬ 
stances surrounding the 
abuse, which was previous¬ 
ly included. 

Smith said the report’s find¬ 
ings are “generally a good 
story.” 

“The real takeaway is that 
we are seeing a reduction 
in the total prevalence of 
sexual victimization, and 
that is essentially across the 
board,” she said. 

It’s too soon to tell if the 
drop is tied to a federal law 
that began requiring states 
in 2012 to meet standards 
designed to reduce and 
prevent sexual abuse be¬ 
hind bars. Smith said. Future 
reports will help determine 
if the Prison Rape Elimina¬ 
tion Act is making a differ¬ 
ence, she said.Q 
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)Kentucky restores voting rights to nonviolent felons 


By BRUCE SCHREINER 
Associated Press 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) — Pro¬ 
fessing his belief in redemp¬ 
tion, Kentucky Gov. Andy 
Beshear signed an execu¬ 
tive order Thursday to re¬ 
store voting rights for more 
than 140,000 nonviolent 
offenders who have com¬ 
pleted their sentences. 

The new Democratic gov¬ 
ernor was surrounded by 
voting-rights supporters in 
the state Capitol Rotunda 
as he signed the order on 
his third day in office, fulfill¬ 
ing a campaign pledge. 
The state’s former attorney 
general noted his previous 
work to prosecute wrong¬ 
doers, but added: “I also 
believe in redemption, in 
second chances. ... My 
faith teaches me forgive¬ 
ness.” 

“I believe we have a mor¬ 
al responsibility to protect 
and extend the right to 
vote, and to say to so many 
who have paid their debt 
that we welcome them 
as full members of society 
again,” he said. 

Kentucky has one of the 
country's highest voter dis¬ 
enfranchisement rates, with 


nearly one in 10 Kentuck¬ 
ians and nearly one in four 
African-Americans current¬ 


ly not allowed to vote, Bes¬ 
hear said. His order seeks to 
substantially reduce that 
disenfranchisement rate. 
Among those celebrating 


was Rynn Young, who has 
never voted due to his drug 
conviction as an 18 year 


Louisville man now works 
as a sales representative 
and has twin 21-month-old 
daughters. 


Young said in the 21 years 
since his conviction, he 
has been judged by mis- 


Associated Press 

takes he made as a teen¬ 
ager. “Today, a day that 
I thought I'd never see . 
... Gov. Beshear gave me 
back my equality as an 
American.” 

“I just appreciate the op¬ 
portunity for a second 
chance, just to be heard,” 
he said. 

Amanda Bourland also lost 
her right to vote due to 
drug and other offenses as 
an 18 year old. Now in her 
mid-40s, the Louisville wom¬ 
an has four sons, works and 
is pursuing a master’s de¬ 
gree. She said she has an¬ 
guished over her inability to 
vote. 

“I have tried and tried to 
be heard at the polls and 
I have been told ‘no,’” she 
said. “I was told 13 years 
ago that if I kept doing the 
next right thing, the next 
right thing would happen." 
She then told Beshear: 
“Thank you so much for 
making the next right thing 
happen, because now my 
voice matters.” 

She promised not to take 
voting for granted, saying: 
“Every election, I will be 
there.” 

The Rev. L. Clark Williams, 
chairman of The People's 
Campaign Community 


Network, described Bes- 
hear’s action as a “crucial 
day for democracy in our 
commonwealth.” His group 
will work on the follow-up 
phase — getting the af¬ 
fected people registered 
to vote. 

The order applies to nonvi¬ 
olent felons who complet¬ 
ed their sentences, includ¬ 
ing probation or parole, 
Beshear said. It also grants 
voting rights to those who 
have served their sentenc¬ 
es but still owe fees or fines 
— a factor that some states 
have used to deny voting 
rights. The action does not 
relieve them of obligations 
to pay court-ordered resti¬ 
tution or fines. 

“You can still owe money 
and you have your vot¬ 
ing rights restored today,” 
Beshear told reporters. 
“There are other ways to 
make sure that that money 
is paid. We don’t want to 
hold back voting rights just 
because someone doesn't 
have the same bank ac¬ 
count as somebody else." 
The next step in carrying 
out the order is to provide 
the necessary verification 
information to the state’s 
election officials who reg¬ 
ister voters, the governor 
said. 

“Our job is to make that 
seamless,” he said. “To 
make sure that anyone can 
walk into any of the elec¬ 
tion officials' offices and be 
able to register right then, 
right there. Now that's go¬ 
ing to take a little bit of 
time, and we ask people to 
bear with us.” 

The process will be com¬ 
pleted long before the 
next election, he said. 
Crimes excluded from the 
executive order include 
treason, election bribery 
and violence offenses — 
including all rapes and sex¬ 
ual abuse, homicide, fetal 
homicide and first- and 
second-degree assault, 
according to Beshear’s of¬ 
fice. 

Beshear said he supports 
making his executive or¬ 
der permanent by adding 
its provisions to the state 
Constitution. Such a mea¬ 
sure would have to win ap¬ 
proval from lawmakers and 
Kentucky voters.Q 




Kentucky Democratic Governor Andy Beshear signs an executive order to reinstate the voting 
rights of over 100,000 non-violent felons who have completed their sentences, at the Capitol in 
Frankfort, Ky., Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 


old in the late 1990s. The 
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Mother tells judge her daughter on life support is ‘sassy’ 


By JAMIE STENGLE 

Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 

The mother of a 10-month- 
old girl on life support tes¬ 
tified Thursday that her 
daughter is “sassy” and 
enjoys cartoons, as a Texas 
judge considered whether 
a Fort Worth hospital can 
remove life-sustaining treat¬ 
ment because doctors say 
the infant is in pain and 
her condition will never im¬ 
prove. 

The family of Tinslee Lewis is 
asking an appellate judge 
to issue an injunction to en¬ 
sure the Cook Children’s 
Medical Center doesn’t 
take her off life support. 
Doctors at the Fort Worth 
hospital had planned to re¬ 
move Tinslee from life sup¬ 
port Nov. 10 after invoking 
Texas' “10-day rule," which 
can be employed when a 
family disagrees with doc¬ 
tors who say life-sustain¬ 
ing treatment should be 
stopped. The law stipulates 
that if the hospital’s eth¬ 
ics committee agrees with 
doctors, treatment can be 
withdrawn after 10 days if 
a new provider can't be 
found to take the patient. 
Hospital officials said 
they've reached out to 
more than 20 facilities to 
see if one would take Tin¬ 
slee, but all agreed that fur¬ 
ther care is futile. 

Tinslee has never left Cook 
Children’s since her prema¬ 
ture birth. The hospital said 
she has a rare heart defect 
and suffers from chronic 
lung disease and severe 
chronic high blood pres¬ 
sure. She hasn't come off a 
ventilator since going into 
respiratory arrest in early 
July and requires full respi¬ 


ratory and cardiac sup- Lewis said, about removing clinical options, and that 
port, deep sedation and her daughter from life sup- treatment was no longer 
to be medically paralyzed, port. benefiting Tinslee. The girl is 



This undated photo provided by Texas Right to Life shows Tinslee Lewis. 

Associated Press 


The hospital said doctors 
believe she's suffering. 

But Trinity Lewis, Tinslee's 
mother, testified Thursday 
that despite her daughter's 
sedation, she has a sense 
of the girl’s likes and dislikes, 
describing her as “sassy.” 
Tinslee enjoys the animated 
musical “Trolls" and cries 
when it ends, the mother 
said. Tinslee doesn’t like to 
have her hair brushed, Lew¬ 
is said. 

“I want to be the one to 
make the decision for her,” 


Dr. Jay Duncan, one of Tin¬ 
slee's physicians, described 
the girl's complex condi¬ 
tions and Cook Children’s 
efforts to treat her, which 
have included about sev¬ 
en surgeries. The cardiac 
intensive care doctor said 
that for the first five months 
of Tinslee’s life doctors had 
hope she might one day at 
least be able to go home. 
But Duncan said there 
came a point when doc¬ 
tors determined they had 
run out of surgical and 


not likely to survive six more 
months, and the hospital 
has made “extraordinary” 
efforts to find another facil¬ 
ity for her, Duncan said. 
“She is in pain. Changing 
a diaper causes pain. Suc¬ 
tioning her breathing tube 
causes pain. Being on the 
ventilator causes pain,” he 
said. 

Duncan said there had 
been “many, many" con¬ 
versations with Tinslee’s 
family about her dire con¬ 
dition. 


“We care a lot about 
Tinslee/'Duncan said.” We 
care a lot about her fam¬ 
ily.” 

Tarrant County Juvenile 
Court Judge Alex Kim is¬ 
sued a temporary restrain¬ 
ing order to stop the remov¬ 
al of life support on Nov. 10. 
But Kim was removed from 
the case last week after 
the hospital filed a motion 
questioning his impartial¬ 
ity and saying he had by¬ 
passed case-assignment 
rules to designate himself 
as the presiding judge. 
After his removal. Judge 
Sandee Bryan Marion of 
Texas’ Fourth Court of Ap¬ 
peals was assigned to hear 
the request for an injunc¬ 
tion. It is unclear if Marion 
will issue a ruling on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Cook Children's said hos¬ 
pital officials have been 
talking to Tinslee's family for 
months about concerns for 
her long-term survival. By 
August, the hospital said, 
everyone on the girl’s care 
team agreed that further 
care was futile and by Sep¬ 
tember they had begun 
talking to the family about 
withdrawing life support. 
With the doctors and her 
family still unable to resolve 
their differences, the eth¬ 
ics committee met Oct. 30 
and unanimously decided 
further treatment was inap¬ 
propriate. 

Texas Right to Life, an anti¬ 
abortion group that oppos¬ 
es the “10-day rule,” has 
been representing Tinslee's 
family. Spokeswoman Kim- 
berlyn Schwartz said her 
group has also reached out 
to facilities and that they 
hope one will be found that 
can take Tinslee in.Q 
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UK exit poll suggests majority for Johnson’s Conservatives 


The results of an exit poll are projected onto the outside of Broadcasting House in London, just after 
voting closed for the 2019 General Election, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DANICA KIRKA 
MIKE CORDER 
JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — An exit 
poll in Britain's election pro¬ 
jected Thursday that Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson's 
Conservative Party would 
likely win a solid majority of 
seats in Parliament, a deci¬ 
sive outcome that should 
allow Johnson to fulfill his 
plan to take the U.K. out of 
the European Union next 
month. 

The survey, released just 
after polls closed, pre¬ 
dicted the Conservatives 
would get 368 of the 650 
House of Commons seats 
and the Labour Party 191. 
That would be the biggest 
Tory majority for several 
decades, and a major set¬ 
back for Labour. 

Based on interviews with 
voters leaving 144 polling 
stations across the country, 
the poll is conducted for a 
consortium of U.K. broad¬ 
casters and is regarded as 
a reliable, though not ex¬ 
act, indicator of the likely 
result. The poll also projects 
55 seats for the Scottish Na¬ 
tional Party and 13 for the 


Liberal Democrats. 

Ballots are being counted, 
with official results expect¬ 
ed early Friday. 

A decisive Conservative 
win would vindicate John¬ 
son’s decision to press for 
Thursday’s early election, 
which was held nearly two 


years ahead of schedule. 
He said that if the Conser¬ 
vatives won a majority, he 
would get Parliament to 
ratify his Brexit divorce deal 
and take the U.K. out of the 
EU by the current Jan. 31 
deadline. 

That would fulfill the deci¬ 
sion of British voters in 2016 
to leave the EU, three and 
a half years after the divi¬ 
sive referendum result. It 
would start a new phase of 
negotiations on future rela¬ 
tions between Britain and 
the 27 remaining EU mem¬ 
bers. 

Johnson did not mention 
the exit poll as he thanked 
voters in a tweet. “Thank 
you to everyone across 
our great country who 
voted, who volunteered, 
who stood as candidate,” 
he said. “We live in the 
greatest democracy in the 
world.” 

Conservative Party chair¬ 
man James Cleverly said 
he was cautious about the 
poll, but that if substantiat¬ 
ed it would give the party 
“a big majority” that could 
be used to “get Brexit 
done.” 

The pound surged on the 
exit poll’s forecast, jumping 
over two cents against the 
dollar, to $1.3445, the high¬ 
est in more than a year and 
a half. Many Investors hope 
a Conservative win would 
speed up the Brexit pro¬ 


cess and ease, at least in 
the short term, some of the 
uncertainty that has cor¬ 
roded business confidence 
since the 2016 vote. 

A Labour drubbing would 
raise questions over the fu¬ 
ture of Labour leader Jer¬ 
emy Corbyn, who will have 
led his left-of-center party 
to two electoral defeats 
since 2017. 

“Certainty this exit poll is a 
devastating blow,” said La¬ 
bour trade spokesman Bar¬ 
ry Gardiner. “It’s a deeply 
depressing result.” 

Many voters casting bal¬ 
lots on Thursday hoped the 
election might finally find a 
way out of the Brexit stale¬ 
mate in this deeply divided 
nation. Opinion polls had 
given the Conservatives a 
steady lead, but the result 
was considered hard to 
predict, because the issue 
of Brexit cuts across tradi¬ 
tional party loyalties. 

Three and a half years af¬ 
ter the U.K. voted by 52%- 
48% to leave the EU, Britons 
remain split over wheth¬ 
er to leave the 28-na- 
tion bloc, and lawmakers 
have proved incapable 
of agreeing on departure 
terms. 

Johnson pushed for the 
early election — Britain’s 
first December vote since 
1923 — to try to break the 
political logjam. He cam¬ 
paigned relentlessly on 
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a promise to “Get Brexit 
done" by getting Parlia¬ 
ment to ratify his “oven- 
ready" divorce deal with 
the EU and take Britain out 
of the bloc as scheduled 
on Jan. 31. 

The Conservatives focused 
much of their energy on try¬ 
ing to win in a “red wall” of 
working-class towns in cen¬ 
tral and northern England 
that have elected Labour 
lawmakers for decades but 
also voted strongly in 2016 
to leave the EU. That effort 
got a boost when the Brexit 
Party led by Nigel Farage 
decided at the last minute 
not to contest 317 Conser¬ 
vative-held seats to avoid 
splitting the pro-Brexit vote. 
Labour, which is largely but 
ambiguously pro-EU, faced 
competition for anti-Brexit 
voters from the centrist Lib¬ 
eral Democrats, Scottish 
and Welsh nationalist par¬ 
ties, and the Greens. 

On Brexit, the opposition 
party said it would nego¬ 
tiate a new divorce deal 
with the EU and then offer 
voters the choice of leav¬ 
ing the 28-nation bloc on 
those terms or remaining. 
But on the whole Labour 
tried to focus the cam¬ 
paign away from Brexit 
and onto its radical do¬ 
mestic agenda, vowing 
to tax the rich, nationalize 
industries such as railroads 
and water companies and 
give everyone in the coun¬ 
try free internet access. It 
campaigned heavily on 
the future of the National 
Health Service, a deeply 
respected institution that 
has struggled to meet rising 
demand after nine years of 
austerity under Conserva¬ 
tive-led governments. 

One of the campaign's 
defining images was a 
photo of a sick 4-year-old 
boy sleeping on a hospi¬ 
tal floor because no beds 
were available. Johnson's 
initial failure to even look at 
the photo in an on-camera 
interview put him on the 
defensive, portraying him 
as being insensitive to the 
child’s plight. The photo 
swept across social media 
like a firestorm, injecting 
an explosive jolt into the 
political war of informa¬ 
tion in the final days of the 
campaign. □ 
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UN chief warns against ‘survival of the richest’ on climate 


By FRANK JORDANS 
ARITZ PARRA 
Associated Press 
MADRID (AP) — United Na¬ 
tions Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres warned 
Thursday that failure to 
tackle climate change 
could result in economic di¬ 
saster that would allow only 
the “survival of the richest.” 
Guterres urged officials from 
almost 200 countries at the 
annual U.N. climate meet¬ 
ing in Madrid to embrace 
the economic opportuni¬ 
ties that come with cutting 
greenhouse gases rather 
than focus on the risks to ex¬ 
isting industries dependent 
on fossil fuels. 

“For too long, vested inter¬ 
ests have peddled the false 
story that economic growth 
and tackling climate 
change are incompatible," 
the U.N. chief said. “This is 
nonsense.” 

"In fact, failing to tackle 
global heating is a sure-fire 
recipe for economic disas¬ 
ter,” Guterres added. 

He cited a study showing 
that shifting to a low-carbon 
economy could create 65 
million new jobs worldwide 
by 2030 and boost growth 
by $26 trillion dollars. 
Scientists say countries need 
to stop burning fossil fuels by 
2050 at the latest to ensure 
global temperatures don't 
rise more than 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) this 
century. 

“This transition needs to 
be done to benefit every¬ 
body,” Guterres said. “And 
not doing this transition will 
only allow, as I said, the sur¬ 
vival of the richest.” 

His remarks came as negoti¬ 
ations in Madrid neared the 
official end, with disagree¬ 
ments over key issues still 
unresolved. 

Vulnerable countries ex¬ 
pressed outrage over Aus¬ 
tralia’s bid to hold onto piles 
of emissions vouchers left 
over from a now-discredit¬ 
ed system that could allow 
it to meet its climate com¬ 
mitments without reducing 
pollution. 

Asked about Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Morri¬ 
son’s recent assertion that 
his country was part of the 
"Pacific family," the econo¬ 
my minister of Fiji responded 
that "when you have fam- 



Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations delivers a speech during a Global 
Climate Plenary event at the COP25 climate talks congress in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday, Dec. 
11,2019. 

Associated Press 


negotiators have expressed 
concern that loopholes in 
a deal about international 
carbon markets could al¬ 
low some countries to claim 
emissions reductions on pa¬ 
per that haven't actually 
been made. 

“In that sense, from a Euro¬ 
pean perspective, we are 
absolutely clear that: better 
no deal than a bad deal,” 
said Eickhout. 

The summit's president, 
Chile's Environment Minis¬ 
ter Carolina Schmidt, urged 
delegates to find “no ex¬ 
cuses for not reaching 
agreements” and added 
that the world’s “youth and 
women” were demanding 
action, “one that is equal to 
the historical challenge that 
we are facing.”□ 


ily members you also have 
some black sheep mem¬ 
bers too in the family.” 

“At the moment, it would 
seem that they appear to 
be far from eating at the 
same table,” Aiyaz Sayed 
Khaiyum told reporters in 
Madrid, adding that he 
hoped Australia would "let 
go of their current position.” 
Small, low-lying islands like 
Fiji are particularly vulner¬ 
able to tropical storms and 
sea-level rise worsened by 
climate change. 

Simon Stiell, environment 
minister of the Caribbean 
island of Grenada, warned 
that some countries at the 
U.N. meeting "are losing 
sight of the bigger picture 
as if there is no climate 
emergency.” 

“This inaction is costing the 
lives of our people and im¬ 
pacting the lives and the 
livelihoods of millions around 
the world,” Stiell said. 

“We need to stop talking. 
We know what must be 
done.” 

Talks to agree rules for 
global carbon markets and 
aid for poor countries al¬ 
ready affected by climate 
change have made little 
progress in recent days. 

Bas Eickhout, an influential 
Green Party lawmaker in 
the European Parliament, 
said maintaining the “in¬ 
tegrity” of the 2015 Paris cli¬ 
mate accord was a priority 
for the 28-nation bloc. Some 
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Israelis gird for unprecedented third election in a year 



Supporters of the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rally outside Israel's parliament in 
Jerusalem, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israelis 
grappled Thursday with the 
confounding reality of un¬ 
precedented third nation¬ 
al elections in less than a 
year, after Parliament was 
dissolved and the date for 
the next vote was set — fur¬ 
ther extending months of 
political paralysis that has 
gripped the country. 
Legislators passed a mo¬ 
tion earlier to hold elections 
on March 2, hours after the 
deadline to form a coali¬ 
tion government expired. 
The motion passed with a 
94-0 vote in the house. 

That now triggers a nearly 
three-month-long cam¬ 
paign ahead of the vote 
that most polls predict will 
not produce dramatically 
different results that led to 
the current logjam. 

“This nightmare, in which 
we’re heading into elec¬ 
tions once again, the third 
within the space of a single 
year, is neither a parable 
nor a dream. It is com¬ 
pletely real," wrote Sima 
Kadmon in the leading Ye- 
diot Ahronot daily. “There 
aren’t words left that can 
express the public’s disgust 
with and mistrust towards 
its elected representatives. 
As in each previous round, 
the largest parties, Li¬ 
kud and Blue and White, 


blamed each other for the 
impasse and tried setting 
the narrative for what is 
likely to be a grueling and 
caustic campaign. 

“The politicians were un¬ 
able to decide and so it 
goes back to the people. 
And it’s a shame. There 
weren’t big differences,” 
Foreign Minister Israel Katz, 
a Likud lawmaker, told Is¬ 
raeli Army Radio. 

Israel has been mired in 
political deadlock for 
months, after two incon¬ 
clusive elections and failed 
attempts by both Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his chief 


rival, former army chief 
Benny Gantz, to cobble 
together coalition govern¬ 
ments. The costly election 
campaigns, government 
work on indefinite hold and 
the perceived obstinacy of 
both sides has frustrated 
Israelis, who are used to 
fractious politics but have 
never seen repeat elec¬ 
tions. 

“It's very disappointing. 
Terrible, in my opinion. It's 
also a waste of resources 
and energy. The public is 
tired of it and I think there’s 
anger at all sides that can’t 
reach any kind of agree¬ 
ment,” said Malka Miller, 


walking along Tel Aviv’s 
beach-side boardwalk. 
During government ne¬ 
gotiations, both sides pro¬ 
fessed eagerness to reach 
a power-sharing agree¬ 
ment, but could not agree 
on its composition nor who 
would lead it. Netanyahu 
insisted on serving as prime 
minister, where he is best 
positioned to fight his re¬ 
cent indictment on a se¬ 
ries of corruption charges. 
Gantz has refused to serve 
under a prime minister with 
such serious legal problems 
and called on Likud to 
choose a different leader. 
Likud has seen a burgeon¬ 


ing insurrection by law¬ 
maker Gideon Saar, who 
says the party needs a 
new leader because Ne¬ 
tanyahu has been unable 
to form a government. Pri¬ 
maries are set for later this 
month, but fewer than a 
handful of Likud legisla¬ 
tors have fallen behind 
Saar and Netanyahu is ex¬ 
pected to be returned to 
party leadership, despite 
the political disarray and 
his legal woes. Netanyahu 
faces charges of bribery, 
fraud and breach of trust 
in three corruption cases 
in which he is accused of 
trading legislative or regu¬ 
latory favors in exchange 
for lavish gifts or favorable 
media coverage. Netan¬ 
yahu denies wrongdoing. 
Netanyahu had hoped 
for a sweeping victory in 
April’s elections, winning 
him a majority that would 
grant him immunity from 
prosecution. He can can 
now hope that the next 
election delivers him a 
more favorable result. Ne¬ 
tanyahu’s trial is on hold 
until the immunity issue is 
resolved, a process that is 
expected to take months. 
After the March election, 
he also could use coalition 
negotiations as leverage 
to push potential partners 
to support his immunity 
requestO 


Baghdad mob kills teen gunman and strings up his corpse 



Posters of Anti-government protesters who have been killed in 
demonstrations are displayed in Tahrir Square during ongoing 
protests in Baghdad, Iraq, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


SAMYA KULLAB 
MURTADA FARAJ 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — An an¬ 
gry mob killed a 16-year- 
old and strung up the 
corpse by its feet from a 
traffic pole after the teen 
shot and killed six people 
Thursday, including four 
anti-government protest¬ 
ers, Iraqi officials said. 
Dozens of people point¬ 
ed their cellphones at 
the body dangling high 
above them in a central 
Baghdad square. Videos 
circulating on social me¬ 
dia showed the young 
man being beaten and 
dragged across the street. 
The violence underscored 
the growing fears and sus¬ 
picions swirling around the 


8-week-old protest move¬ 
ment, which engulfed Iraq 
on Oct. 1 when thousands 


took to the streets to decry 
government corruption, 
poor services and scarcity 


of jobs. A string of myste¬ 
rious acts of bloodshed by 
unknown groups has put 
anti-government protest¬ 
ers on edge and eroded 
their faith in the ability of 
state security forces to pro¬ 
tect them. 

Last Friday, 25 protesters 
were killed when gunmen 
in pickup trucks opened 
fire in Baghdad’s Khilani 
Square. 

That same week, mysteri¬ 
ous knife attacks targeted 
over a dozen anti-govern¬ 
ment protesters in Tahrir 
Square, the hub of the pro¬ 
test movement. 

In recent days, abduc¬ 
tions and assassinations 
of high-profile civil activ¬ 
ists have stoked paranoia 
among demonstrators. 


Protesters largely blame 
Iran-backed militias for 
the attacks and see the 
violence as a campaign 
to instill fear and weaken 
their peaceful movement. 
Thursday's bloodshed be¬ 
gan when the young gun¬ 
man opened fire in Bagh¬ 
dad’s Wathba Square, kill¬ 
ing two shop owners and 
four protesters.. 

Security officials said the 
teen was wanted by 
police on drug-related 
charges and was running 
from security forces at the 
time. 

An enraged mob beat the 
young man to death, se¬ 
curity and health officials 
said. The officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity in 
line with regulations. □ 
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North Korea berates US for criticizing its missile tests 



In this Oct. 2, 2019, file photo, people watch a TV showing a file image of an unspecified North 
Korea's missile launch during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea. 

Associated Press 


By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 

North Korea accused the 
United States of “hostile 
provocation” on Thursday 
for criticizing its ballistic mis¬ 
sile tests during a United 
Nations Security Coun¬ 
cil meeting and warned 
that the Trump administra¬ 
tion may have blown its 
chance to salvage nuclear 
negotiations. 

An unnamed Foreign Min¬ 
istry spokesman said the 
“foolish” U.S. comments 
helped North Korea reach 
a “definite decision” about 
its next steps as it ap¬ 
proaches an end-of-year 
deadline set by leader Kim 
Jong Un for Washington to 
offer mutually acceptable 
terms to revive the nucle¬ 
ar talks. The North did not 
specify what those steps 
were.At a Security Coun¬ 
cil meeting on Wednes¬ 
day, U.S. Ambassador Kelly 
Craft said North Korea’s 
“deeply counterproduc¬ 
tive" ballistic missile tests 
risk closing the door on 
prospects for negotiating 
peace but said the Trump 
administration is “prepared 


to be flexible" and take 
concrete, parallel steps 
toward an agreement on 
resuming talks. 

“The U.S. talks about dia¬ 
logue, whenever it opens 
its mouth, but it is too natu¬ 
ral that the U.S. has nothing 
to present before us though 
dialogue may open,” the 
spokesman said in a state¬ 


ment released through 
North Korean state media. 
He said North Korea’s tests 
are aimed at improving its 
self-defense and pointed 
out that the United States 
tests ICBMs freely. U.S. criti¬ 
cism of the North Korean 
tests demonstrate a “ban- 
dit-like” intent to disarm the 
North completely, he said. 


“U.S. did a foolish thing 
which will boomerang on 
it, and decisively helped us 
make a definite decision 
on what way to choose,” 
the statement said. 
Negotiations faltered after 
the United States rejected 
North Korean demands 
for broad sanctions relief 
in exchange for a partial 


surrender of the North's nu¬ 
clear capabilities at Kim’s 
second summit with U.S. 
President Donald Trump in 
Vietnam in February. 

Trump and Kim met for a 
third time in June at the 
border between North and 
South Korea and agreed 
to resume talks. But an 
October working-level 
meeting in Sweden broke 
down over what the North 
Koreans described as the 
Americans’ “old stance 
and attitude."Kim, who 
unilaterally suspended 
nuclear and interconti¬ 
nental ballistic missile tests 
last year while initiating di¬ 
plomacy with Washington 
and Seoul, has said North 
Korea could seek a “new 
path" if the United States 
persists with sanctions and 
pressure against the North. 
North Korea has conduct¬ 
ed 13 rounds of ballistic 
missile and rocket artillery 
tests since May to pressure 
Washington, and has hint¬ 
ed at lifting its moratorium 
on nuclear and long-range 
missile tests if the Trump ad¬ 
ministration fails to make 
substantial concessions 
before the new year.Q 


Fire on Russia’s only aircraft carrier kills 1, injures 11 



In this 2004 file photo the Admiral Kuznetsov aircraft carrier 
seen in the Barents Sea, Russia. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s 
only aircraft carrier suf¬ 
fered a massive fire Thurs¬ 
day that killed one crew 
member, injured another 
11 people and signifi¬ 
cantly damaged the ill- 
fated ship that has been 
haunted by incidents 
throughout its service. 

The fire on the Admiral 
Kuznetsov broke out dur¬ 
ing welding work at a 
shipyard in the Arctic port 
of Murmansk and spread 
quickly through the car¬ 
rier’s internal compart¬ 
ments. The ship’s crew 


and emergency teams 
spent the day battling the 
blaze. 

The military said one crew 
member died while bat¬ 
tling the fire, and another 
one is missing. 

Authorities in Murmansk 
said 11 people were in¬ 
jured and 10 of them were 
hospitalized in intensive 
care units. 

The Investigative Commit¬ 
tee, the nation’s top state 
investigative agency, has 
opened a probe into a 
possible violation of safety 
rules. 

Russian state television 


showed the carrier berth- 
side next to a snow-cov¬ 
ered hill, engulfed by 
smoke. 

The Defense Ministry said 
the fire was localized. 

The Admiral Kuznetsov has 
been plagued by break¬ 
downs and setbacks since 
its launch in 1985. The mas¬ 
sive blaze follows a 70-ton 
crane crashing onto the 
Admiral Kuznetsov’s deck 
in October 2018 when a 
mammoth floating dock 
holding the ship sank. 

The crane left a hole of 20 
square meters (215 square 
feet), and the loss of the 


dock significantly slowed 
down repairs on the carrier 
since the navy lacked an¬ 


other of comparable 
size. □ 
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Protests subside, but economic aftershocks rattle Haitians 



In this Dec. 4, 2019 photo, street vendors sell their produce in Petion-Ville, Haiti. 

Associated Press 


By EVENS SANON 
DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
Port-au-Prince (AP) — The 

flaming barricades are 
mostly gone, protesters 
have largely dissipated 
and traffic is once again 
clogging the streets of Hai¬ 
ti’s capital, but hundreds 
of thousands of people are 
now suffering deep eco¬ 
nomic aftershocks after 
more than two months of 
demonstrations. 

The protests that drew tens 
of thousands of people at 
a time to demand the res¬ 
ignation of President Jove- 
nel Moi'se also squeezed 
incomes, shuttered busi¬ 
nesses and disrupted the 
transportation of basic 
goods. 

“We are nearing a total 
crash,” Haitian economist 
Camille Chalmers said. 
“The situation is unsustain¬ 
able.” Haiti’s economy 
was already fragile when 
the new round of protests 
began in mid-September, 
organized by opposition 
leaders and supporters 
angry over corruption, spi¬ 
raling inflation and dwin¬ 
dling supplies, including 
fuel. More than 40 people 
were killed and dozens in¬ 
jured as protesters clashed 


with police. Moi'se insisted 
he would not resign and 
called for dialogue. 

The United Nations World 
Food Program says a re¬ 
cent survey found that 
one in three Haitians, or 
3.7 million people, need ur¬ 
gent food assistance and 
1 million are experiencing 
severe hunger. The WFP, 
which says it is trying to 
get emergency food as¬ 
sistance to 700,000 people. 


blames rising prices, the 
weakening local currency, 
and a drop in agricultural 
production due partly to 
the disruption of recent 
protests. 

In the last two years, Haiti's 
currency, the gourde, de¬ 
clined 60% against the dol¬ 
lar and inflation recently 
reached 20%, Chalmers 
said. The rising cost of food 
is especially crucial in the 
country of nearly 11 million 


people. Some 60% make 
less than $2 a day and 25% 
earn less than $1 a day. 

A 50-kilogram (110-pound) 
bag of rice has more than 
doubled in price in the lo¬ 
cal currency, said Marce- 
lin Saingiles, a store owner 
who sells everything from 
cold drinks to cookies to 
used tools in Port-au-Prince. 
The 39-year-old father of 
three children said he now 
struggles to buy milk and 


vegetables. “I feed the 
kids, but they're not eating 
the way they're supposed 
to," he said, adding that 
he has drained the funds 
set aside for his children's 
schooling to buy food. 

A growing number of fami¬ 
lies across Haiti can’t even 
afford to do that since the 
protests began, with barri¬ 
cades preventing the flow 
of goods between the 
capital and the rest of the 
country. 

Many of those live in Haiti's 
rural areas, which also have 
been hardest hit by dem¬ 
onstrations that continue 
in some cities and towns. 
Wadlande Pierre, 23, said 
she temporarily moved in 
with her aunt in the south¬ 
west town of Les Cayes to 
escape the violent protests 
in Port-au-Prince. 

However, she had to move 
back to the capital be¬ 
cause there was not gas, 
power or water in Les 
Cayes, and food was be¬ 
coming scarce. 

“There is no access to ba¬ 
sic items that you need,” 
she said. Pierre is now help¬ 
ing her mother, Vanlancia 
Julien, sell fruits and vege¬ 
tables on a sidewalk in the 
neighborhood of Delmas in 
the capital. □ 


Chile: Plane that vanished en route to Antarctica found 


Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) 

— Chilean officials said 
Thursday that searchers 
have located the military 
transport plane that dis¬ 
appeared en route to Ant¬ 
arctica.Defense Minister 
Alberto Espina also said at 
a news conference that 
they have found human 
remains from some of the 
38 passengers who were 
aboard when the plane 
took off from southern¬ 
most Chile. 

Officials said they believe 
that all those aboard the 
plane are dead, adding 
that it was nearly impos¬ 
sible to expect any survi¬ 
vors to be found. 

The C-130 Hercules de¬ 
parted Monday after¬ 
noon from a base in far- 
southern Chile on a regu¬ 
lar maintenance flight for 



Chile’s Defense Minister Alberto Espina speaks during a news conference at the Chilean Air 
Force base in Punta Arenas, Chile, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


an Antarctic base. Radio 
contact was lost 70 min¬ 
utes later.After midnight, 
the Air Force declared 
the plane a loss, but it 
wasn't until Wednesday 
that a plane scanning 
the seas first spotted float¬ 
ing debris believed to be 
from the plane. 

“Remains of human be¬ 
ings that are most likely 
the passengers have 
been found among sev¬ 
eral pieces of the plane,” 
said Air Force Gen. Arturo 
Merino. “I feel immense 
pain for this loss of lives." 
Just three of the passen¬ 
gers were civilians, includ¬ 
ing Ignacio Parada, 24, 
who was in his last year 
of studies at the University 
of Magallanes and was 
headed to study drinking 
water systems at the mili¬ 
tary base. □ 
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Community Footprints 
gives back to the people 

PALM BEACH — The Ritz-Carlton Community Footprints 
program, organized different activities to support their so¬ 
cial responsibility towards our community. The Ritz-Carl- 
ton, Aruba is happy to be part of the food drive in which 
68 food baskets were donated to ‘Fundacion Pa Nos Co- 
munidad’, freely translated ‘foundation for our commu¬ 
nity’. 

All Ritz-Carlton employees participated by buying the 
products and preparing the baskets. They also placed a 
message in all the baskets for the persons who will receive 
them. 

December 5th was International Volunteers Day and 
on this day the giving ‘Ladies & Gentlemen of The Ritz- 
Carlton' -as the staff is called- under the flag of the Com¬ 
munity Footprints volunteered at different activities. They 
visited a total of five different elementary schools with 
40 boxes filled with gifts for the children. They also visited 
YMCA San Nicolas to celebrate the traditional Sinterklaas 
feast with the children. The children received a gift and 
also enjoyed a nice dinner during the event. 

Jouraine Vrolijk, representative of The Ritz-Carlton Com¬ 
munity Footprints, is happy with the outcome of 2019. It 
was a successful year with a total of 95 activities held and 
more than 5,300 hours of volunteer work given back to 
the community by the giving Ladies and Gentlemen of 
The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. Q 






our festi 
Sundays 


LG. SMITH'S 


BRUNCH IS LIKE A 
HOLIDAY IN ITSELF. 


Every Sunday in December (including Christmas 
Day), you can enjoy endless brunch and bottomless 
mimosas at L.G. Smith's Steak & Chop House. 
Rated the "I Steakhouse in Aruba by TripAdvisor p 
festive spread is the perfect way to spend your 
this season. 


$56 /excluding a 15% service 

11:00AM - 2:30PM 
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Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance 
concludes working visit to the Netherlands 

ORANJESTAD — Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) Chair Hellen van der Wal and 
Interim Director Tadzio Bervoets recently concluded a working visit to the Netherlands. 
The primary goal of the visit was to engage and discuss the way forward for the orga¬ 
nization and to lobby for increased support for the Nature Conservation Organizations 
which form DCNA. The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) is a nonprofit organi¬ 
zation created to protect the natural environment and to promote sustainable manage¬ 
ment of natural resources on the six Dutch Caribbean islands. 




Travel Tips 


£ ier&pu&rto inlemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



1 . When checking in, you will always need your valid passport, along with your ticket, 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US -bou nd d e pa rtu res, check- in th ree hou rs before you r sth eduS ed departure 
time. 

J. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures* check-in may vary between airlines and destinations* 
always consult your airline for more information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage- Always check with your airline on limitations. 

7 . Always check the weight Iimit of your baggagei excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

S. Always label your bag s and su i tea ses with your na me, ad dress a n d ph one n umber. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process. 

11. Remove shoes at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x ■ ray screen!ng. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-in baggage. When traveling to 
t he US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint streener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process. 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects* sporting goods, guns and 
firearms* martial arts and self-defense items* tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 



The pristine nature of the 
Dutch Caribbean contains 
the richest biodiversity in 
the Kingdom of the Neth¬ 
erlands. The diverse eco¬ 
systems are a magnet for 
tourism and the most im¬ 
portant source of income 
for residents of the islands. 
Nature on the islands is 
unique and important but 
it is also fragile. The lack of 
sustainable funding, policy 
support and adequate 
spatial planning poses the 
most significant threats to 
the sustainable develop¬ 
ment of the islands. 
Discussions were held with 
Member of European 
Parliament Samira Rafa- 
ela (D66), the International 
Union for the Conservation 
of Nature Netherlands, Bird 
Protection Netherlands, 
the Worldwide Fund for Na¬ 
ture the Netherlands, and 
representatives from the 
VU University Amsterdam. 
Discussions were also held 
with the Dutch Postcode 
Lottery, a critical supporter 
of the Dutch Caribbean 
Nature Alliance. 
Considering that the re¬ 
sponse to conservation 
issues in a global environ¬ 
mental crisis and due to the 
effects of climate change 
it was emphasized that the 
park management organi¬ 
zations on all islands of the 
Dutch Caribbean are at the 
forefront of this global cri¬ 
ses. This will have extra and 
significant impacts in terms 
of the biodiversity within 
the kingdom. However, 
despite the Caribbean be¬ 


ing at the forefront of this 
crises, parks are structurally 
under-supported in terms 
of funding and capacity. 
The ensuring of ambitious 
Dutch policies for Nature 
and Biodiversity should be 
extended into the Carib¬ 
bean Parts of the Kingdom, 
especially considering the 
islands’ role as biodiversity 
hotspots. Taking the above 
into consideration there is 
an increased need to put 
the focus on and commu¬ 
nicate the conservation 
challenges faced by the 
Dutch Caribbean to policy¬ 
makers on both sides of the 
Atlantic, in particular in The 
Hague and in Brussels. 

The protection and func¬ 
tioning of nature (ecosys¬ 
tems) in multifunctional 
and multi-use landscapes is 
critical in terms of how vul¬ 
nerable and interconnect¬ 
ed Caribbean ecosystems 
are. As small islands what¬ 
ever happens on terres¬ 
trial habitat affects marine 
habitat. This interconnec¬ 
tivity should be stressed, 
as should the fact that this 
is much more evident and 
much more of an existen¬ 
tial threat for small island 
ecosystems than for those 
on the continent. 

The Aruban National Park 
Foundation FPNA, STINAPA 
Bonaire, CARMABI Cura- 
pao, STENEPA St. Eustatius, 
the Saba Conservation 
Foundation and the Sint 
Maarten Nature Founda¬ 
tion comprises the Dutch 
Caribbean Nature Alli¬ 
ance. □ 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 


100,000 POINTS AWARDED 
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We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table gome players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Every Friday, Saturday arid Sunday 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 



and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 

See Mayen' dob for detail*, 


Open doily 10am to 4om | J.E. Irousquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CGsmoalhambra.com 


Phy Ke: t*un:-ib f Visit nnv.|air blorSdr^iiiyniOUS.«fg if ytrn dr SOttifdllt yd j kndw lids d gdir-bling pi obtain 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today likes to welcome readers 
to participate in our newspaper. You can see that in our 
Honored Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine’s 
Day and on other occasions. Throughout the year you 
are always welcome to send us your vacation picture(s) 
together with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is 
.(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

For today's newspaper we received a great picture from 
Nancy Fletch from Buffalo New York. She wrote: 


Aruba to us is.... 

Love and Romance! 

Tom and Betsy Lyons celebrated their 40th wed¬ 
ding anniversary and Chuck and Nancy Fletch 
their 10th. Both couples decided to renew their 
vows on their favorite island. They have been 
coming to Aruba for many years and couldn’t 
think of a better place to renew their vows. The 
ceremony took place at the Costa Linda Beach 
Resort. 

Both couples enjoy their morning coffee while 
reading the Aruba Today. 



Aruba Today wishes Tom & Betsy and Chuck & Nancy 
many more years together filled with Love and Happi¬ 
ness! □ 
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SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 


LG, SMITH'S 


STEAK & CHOP HOUSE 




As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience, elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything^ mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 

The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor- 
Located in Oranjestad,, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 

Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195. 



Christmas lights in Aruba 



ORANJESTAD — Christmas 
in Aruba would not be 
complete without a visit to 
see the Christmas Lights 
around the island. By just 
driving around on the main 
roads you can enjoy a va¬ 
riety of creativity with col¬ 
orful lights being displayed 
on various Aruban homes. 
Also the majority of the 
round-abouts are deco¬ 
rated. 

If you are lucky enough you 
might hear Christmas car¬ 
ols and “gaitas” at any of 
these locations but also at 
the malls and stores. Gaita 
is a style of Venezuelan folk 
music from Maracaibo in 
Zulia State. It is possibly de¬ 
rived from gaits, the Gothic 
word for goat, the animal 
whose skin generally is 


used for the membrane of 
the furro instrument (kind of 
tambura with stick). 

Other instruments used in 
gaita include maracas, cu- 
atro, charrasca and tarn- 
bora (Venezuelan drum). 
Song themes range from 
humorous and love songs 
to protest songs. The local 
gaita bands are composed 
mostly of a group of ladies 
who sing with angelic voic¬ 
es while they dance in a 
choreographic manner. 

The map shown here will 
give you an overview of the 
most popular decorated 
places around the island. 
So hop into your car or call 
a taxi driver to go around 
and enjoy the spectacular 
Christmas scenes. □ 




























Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today likes to welcome readers 
to participate in our newspaper. You can see that in our 
Honored Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine’s 
Day and on other occasions. Throughout the year you 
are always welcome to send us your vacation picture(s) 
together with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is 
.(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

For today's newspaper we received a great picture from 
Wilbur Arnold dedicated to his friend Keith. He wrote: 

Aruba to me is.... Perfect place 
to spend your 60 th birthday! 

Keith and Shirley Susany have been visiting Aruba since 
2005 and this is their 26th visit. They enjoy everything 
about the island but favorites include the Bugaloe Beach 
Bar, dinner at Daniels and sailing on the Palm Pleasure. 

This visit is a special occasion because Keith is celebrating 
his 60th birthday. 

As you can see from the picture, Keith is thrilled to spend 
his 60th birthday in Aruba rather than home in Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania. 

Happy Birthday Keith from all of us at Aruba Today!! □ 


Inner fulfillment 



Most people wait for their life circumstances to 
change in order to feel fulfilled, they may even go a 
lifetime doing so. 

Being conscious or aware of one’s own thought pat¬ 
terns or habitual thought movement is the first step 
to freedom from the same and eventually transform 
one’s life experience. 

Once you change how you think and emote or feel 
you will be able to feel your own joy, peace and a 
sense of fulfillments 


Suresh Mirchumal is a spiritual writer. “Well, you can 
categorize it like that, although I don’t call myself one. 
These thoughts come in effortlessly.” His aim is in a way 
to reach out to whoever gets inspired or has an eye 
opening event within them that may transcend their 
current state of consciousness. “Or let’s say current 
emotional state too. If one in a thousand benefits, that 
is already great.” Due to the current world state, lots of 
struggles and stresses, we seem to lose touch with that 
inner peace that we long for, Suresh explains. “I wish 
to ease that through these small articles or tidbits.” You 
will find his tidbits in Aruba Today, like a sunray of the 
day. If you wish to make use of Suresh his services like 
meditation or just a talk, please email to: Thedimen- 
sionofsilence@gmail.com. 
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CELEBRATION 

Ring the 2020 with Live Entertainment 
by FJ Band and DJ Lee Performance 

Time: 8:00PM - 1:00 AM 
Price; $99 per individual - $190 per couple 
Dinner: Bites and Bubbles New Year f s Eve Bruch 
with Wine Pairing. 8:00PM - W:OOPM 
& Hors d’oeuvres. 10PM - 1:OOAM 
Beverage: Premium Open Bar 10:OOPM - 1:00AM 
Complimentary Toast at Midnight (in front of casino) 
Favors: Festive Hats, Horns and Noise Makers. 
Fireworks: Extravagant Midnight Fireworks Display 
over the Casino Building (Casino Main Parking Lot) 
Performed by: GREAT WALL FIREWORKS 
Casino Promotions: New Year’s Eve Hot Seat Party 
win up to $2,020 in Cash and Bonus Slot Dollars 

Reservation and Pre-Payment are Required - Call 297-527-9164 
Make your Reservation Early as Space Is Limited 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd. 4248 - Eagle Beach Aruba 


DOUBLE! 

SPORTS BAR & GRILLZ 


Eag le Rruba 

RESORT & CASINO 


Must be or older to play. Play responsibly. GfljnbrJnp problem? Call 1-626-360-1500 
or visit www.g3mblersanoymous.org Certain restriction applies. Copyright 20t3 




























A 81 

FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 2019| 




SPORTS 




U.S. team player Patrick Reed, 
left, lines up for a putt on the 
7th green during their fourball 
match at the Royal Melbourne 
Golf Club in the opening 
rounds of the President’s Cup 
golf tournament in Melbourne, 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


IN FOREIGN 
TERRITORY. 
TRAILING _AT 
PRESIDENTS 
CUP 

By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — Tiger Woods lightly 
pumped his fist with an¬ 
other birdie. He raised his 
hands over his head in ap¬ 
plause to salute a brilliant 
play by Justin Thomas that 
led to another hole won. 
He thoroughly enjoyed his 
return to competition in the 
Presidents Cup. 

His match won. Woods 
took the radio and inserted 
the ear piece as he re¬ 
sumed his role as U.S. cap¬ 
tain. 

Ernie Els and his inspired In¬ 
ternational team won the 
day, and won it big. 

Els got solid performances 
from Adam Scott and Louis 
Oosthuizen and remark¬ 
able play from his rookies 
that led to a 4-1 lead after 
the opening session of four- 
balls Thursday. 

Continued on Page 20 
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MLB, union agree to testing for opioids after Skaggs’ death 



In this June 29, 2019, file photo, Los Angeles Angels starting 
pitcher Tyler Skaggs throws to the Oakland Athletics during a 
baseball game in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Major 
League Baseball will start 
testing for opioids and 
cocaine, but only play¬ 
ers who do not cooperate 
with their treatment plans 
will be subject to discipline. 
Marijuana will be removed 
from the list of drugs of 
abuse and will be treated 
the same as alcohol as part 
of changes announced 
Thursday to the joint drug 
agreement between MLB 
and the players’ associa¬ 
tion. In addition, suspen¬ 
sions for marijuana use will 
be dropped from the mi¬ 
nor league drug program. 
Opioids are classified as a 
drug of abuse under the 
joint big league program, 
which began in late 2002 
and until now has limited 
testing to performance-en¬ 
hancing substances and 
banned stimulants. 

Talks to add testing for opi¬ 
oids began following the 
death of Los Angeles An¬ 
gels pitcher Tyler Skaggs, 
who was found dead in 
his hotel room in the Dallas 
area July 1 before the start 
of a series against the Tex¬ 
as. A medical examiner’s 
office said the 27-year-old 
died after choking on his 
vomit with a toxic mix of 
alcohol and the painkillers 
fentanyl and oxycodone 
in his body.“Players from 
our side of the equation 
recognize that there was 
an opportunity to take a 
leadership role here in this 
discussion,” union head 
Tony Clark said. “Players 
aren’t immune to issues 
that affect all of us, and so 
the situation this year only 
heightened that, brought it 
even closer to home.” 
Clark said the extent of 
opioids use among players 
is “difficult to gauge” and 
the union concluded there 
“wasn’t necessarily a need 
to take a census as much 
as there was taking a lead¬ 
ership role in the conversa¬ 
tion.” 

"I’m just thankful that the 
players union and MLB 
were able to address a se¬ 
rious issue in our nation that 
doesn’t have any bound¬ 
aries and crosses lines into 
sport and work together 
for the betterment of our 


players," Angels general 
manager Billy Eppler said. 
“It shows a lot of human 
touch on the powers that 
be and I’m thankful for if.” 
Under the changes, MLB 
will test for opioids, Fen¬ 
tanyl, cocaine, and syn¬ 
thetic Tetrahydrocannabi¬ 
nol (THC). Players who test 
positive will be referred 
to the treatment board 
established under the 
agreement.“lt is our collec¬ 
tive hope that this agree¬ 
ment will help raise public 
awareness on the risks and 
dangers of opioid medi¬ 
cations,” deputy baseball 
commissioner Dan Halem 
said. 

Until now, big league play¬ 
ers referred fo the treat¬ 
ment board who failed 
fo comply with their treat¬ 
ment plan for use or pos¬ 


session of marijuana, hash¬ 
ish or synthetic THC had 
been subject to fines of 
up to $35,000 per viola¬ 
tion. Going forward, mari¬ 
juana-related conduct will 
be treated the same as 
alcohol-related issues, and 
players generally referred 
to mandatory evaluation 
and voluntary treatment. 
Players and team staff will 
have fo affend mandatory 
educational programs in 
2020 and 2021 on the dan¬ 
gers of opioid pain medi¬ 
cations and practical ap¬ 
proaches to marijuana. 
Moves by some states to 
legalize marijuana use fac¬ 
tored into the change. 

“It was a part of a larger 
conversation that was re¬ 
flective of fhe affitudes 
changing in many parts of 
the country,” Clark said. 


Players subject to the minor 
league testing program, 
who are not on 40-man 
rosters and not covered by 
the union, were suspend¬ 
ed until now for a second 


or subsequent positive 
marijuana test. Halem said 
the big league and minor 
league programs will treat 
marijuana use the same 
way going forwardO 
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Presidents Cup 



International team captain Ernie Els, right, waves to the crowd after the International team take a 
4-1 lead after the opening round of the President’s Cup golf tournament at the Royal Melbourne 
Golf Club in Melbourne, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 

“I didn’t envision 4-1, no," 
Els said. 

It was the first time the In¬ 
ternational team won the 
opening session since 2005, 
which also was the last time 
it led after any session in an 
event the Americans have 
won 10 out of 12 times, in¬ 
cluding the last seven in a 
row. 

Woods assembled the 
strongest U.S. team ever 
for the Presidents based on 
the world ranking. The first 
playing captain in 25 years, 
he inserted himself in the 
first match and made six 
birdies, the most of anyone 
at Royal Melbourne. 

When it was over, the U.S. 
team found itself in foreign 
territory — trailing for the 
first time in 14 years. 

“We have to earn this cup," 
Woods said, perhaps a re¬ 
minder that history means 
little inside the ropes. “Just 
because we lost the session 
doesn’t mean the Cup’s 
over. 

There’s a long way to go, a 
lot of points available. The 
guys will regroup, and we’ll 
come out tomorrow ready 
to go.” 

That was a message Els 
preached to his team after 
a dynamic performance. 
Scott overcame a snap 
hook on the opening hole 
to make five birdies as he 
and Byeong Hun An — the 
replacement for Jason Day 
— won in 17 holes. Hideki 
Matsuyama holed a 25- 
foot birdie putt on the 17th 
hole that carried the Japa¬ 
nese star and C.T. Pan to 
a 1-up victory over Patrick 
Reed and Webb Simpson. 
Oosthuizen and Abraham 


Ancer, the Mexican rookie 
who has received praise all 
week for his fire and confi¬ 
dence, opened with five 
straight birdies in a crushing 
defeat over the American 
power duo of Dustin John¬ 
son and Gary Woodland. 
But it was just a start. 

“Keep the jets down,” Els 
said. “There’s a long way 
to go. Don’t get too ex¬ 
cited. This is a strong team, 
and they're going to come 
back strong.” 

Woods was so strong that 
he decided to play again 
in Friday foursomes, again 
paired with Thomas. Woods 
kept two other teams to¬ 
gether — Patrick Cantlay 
and Xander Schauffele, 
and Reed and Simpson — 
even though both lost. 

Els is sending out five new 
partnerships, sticking to a 
plan that so far is working 
quite well. 

“He had a system going in. 
We are his soldiers, so we 
follow his instruction, and 
that’s what we did today,” 
C.T. Pan said. “And it works 
great.” 

Woods showed off an ex¬ 
quisite short game, building 
a 2-up lead after two holes 
with pitch-and-run shots 
that set up easy birdies. He 
chipped in for birdie on the 
par-5 fifth, and closed out 
the match with an 8-foot 
birdie on the par-3 14th 
and a 5-footer on the next 
hole, his sixth birdie in the 
15 holes he and Thomas 
needed to beat Marc 
Leishman and Joaquin Nie¬ 
mann. 

Asked what worked well 
in their first time playing to¬ 
gether, Thomas replied, “Ti¬ 
ger was working well.” 

Little else did for the Ameri¬ 


cans, but that was more a 
product of great play by 
the International team that 
Els assembled to try to win 
the Presidents Cup for the 
first time since 1998, its only 
victory. 

The International team 
walked off the course with 
arms around shoulders, a 
most happy occasion after 
having lost seven in a row 
since the tie in South Africa 
in 2003. 

The middle three matches 
is where the International 
team seized control in the 
opening session. 

Adam Hadwin and Sung- 
jae Im won the 16th hole 
with a par, and Schauffele 


and Cantlay didn’t have 
good birdie looks over the 
final two holes to lose. 

The biggest of Scott’s five 
birdies was a 12-footer to 
halve the 14th and protect 
a 2-up lead that led to vic¬ 
tory on the 17th hole over 
Tony Finau and Bryson De- 
Chambeau, now winless 
in first four matches in the 
Ryder Cup and Presidents 
Cup. 

The last chance for the 
Americans to at least get 
a half-point came in the 
last match on the course. 
Reed, who heard his share 
of needling from the crowd 
over his rules violation in the 
sand last week in the Baha¬ 


mas, made a 12-foot birdie 
putt to square the match 
on the 16th, only for Mat¬ 
suyama to deliver his big 
putt on the next hole. 
Reed’s 30-foot birdie putt 
on the 18th to halve the 
match stayed above the 
hole. 

Perhaps typical of the 
Americans’ day was when 
Johnson, playing for the first 
time since Aug. 25 because 
of knee surgery, smashed 
driver on the 330-yard 11 th 
hole to just inside 4 feet. 

He missed the eagle putt, 
Ancer made a 12-foot bird¬ 
ie to keep the 3-up lead 
and the American team 
never got any closerO 
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Leonard back in Toronto, leads Clippers past Raptors 112-92 



Los Angeles Clippers forward Kawhi Leonard (2) stretches for the ball as Toronto Raptors forward 
OG Anunoby (3) looks on during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 
11, 2019, in Toronto. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Kawhi 
Leonard scored 23 points 
in his return to Toronto, Lou 
Williams had 18 and the 
Clippers won their third 
straight game Wednesday, 
beating the slumping Rap¬ 
tors 112-92. 

Maurice Harkless scored 
14 points and Paul George 
had 13 as the Clippers 
evened their road record 
at 6-6. 

Before the game, Leonard 
received his champion¬ 
ship ring from the 2018-19 
season, when he helped 
Toronto beat Golden State 
in six games for the fran¬ 
chise's first NBA title. 
Clippers guard Patrick Bev¬ 
erley scored 11 points in 19 
minutes before leaving in 
the third quarter because 
of a concussion. 

Beverley collided with 
Marc Gasol's shoulder as 
the Raptors center was set¬ 
ting a screen. 

Pascal Siakam scored 24 
points, Norman Powell had 
22 and OG Anunoby 13 
as the Raptors lost for the 
fourth time in five games 
and dropped their third 
straight at home. 

Toronto set a franchise 
record with nine straight 
home victories to begin the 
season. 

LAKERS 96, MAGIC 87 

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — LeB- 
ron James had 25 points, 
10 assists and 11 rebounds 
to help Los Angeles beat 
Orlando. 

Anthony Davis had 16 
points and 12 rebounds for 
the Lakers, who have won 
13 of 14. 

Kentavious Caldwell-Pope 
added 15 points for Los An¬ 
geles. 

Jonathan Isaac led Or¬ 
lando with 19 points. Evan 
Fournier had 18 and Aaron 
Gordon finished with 14 
points and 14 rebounds. 

The Lakers weren’t crisp of¬ 
fensively at the start of the 
game but didn't have to 
be. 

Los Angeles limited Or¬ 
lando to a season-low first 
quarter shooting of 19% (4 
of 21) and turned that into 
a 26-9 lead. 

PACERS 122, CELTICS 117 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Mal¬ 
colm Brogdon scored 29 
points and Aaron Holiday 


scored 11 of his 18 points in 
the fourth quarter to help 
Indiana rally past Boston. 
Indiana trailed 94-84 after 
three quarters but took the 
lead for good on the first 
of Holiday's two 3-pointers 
with 4:16 left. 

Kemba Walker scored a 
season-high 44 points and 
had seven assists — not 
enough to extend the Celt¬ 
ics’ four-game winning 
streak. 

Indiana snapped a seven- 
game losing streak in the 
series — including Boston’s 
first-round playoff sweep 
lasf season. 

Domantas Sabonis flirted 
with a triple-double before 
finishing wifh 15 points, 14 
rebounds and eight assists. 
Brogdon closed it out by 
making all six free throws in 
the final 17 seconds. 
ROCKETS 116, CAVALIERS 
110 

CLEVELAND (AP) — James 
Harden scored 55 points 

— 20 in the fourth quarter 

— and Russell Westbrook 
added 23 points as Houston 
withstood an unexpected 
scare from Cleveland. 

The free-falling Cavaliers 
have lost eight straight and 
14 of 15. 

Harden matched Kyrie Ir¬ 
ving’s arena record for 
points in a game, and 
his fourth with 50 or more 
this season bailed out the 
Rockets, who allowed the 


Cavs to score 24 straight 
points in the second half. 
Cleveland was still up 108- 
107 when Harden, who 
came in leading the NBA 
in scoring at 38 points per 
game, dropped a floater in 
the lane. 

After a turnover by Cavs 
guard Jordan Clarkson, 
P.J. Tucker hit a 3-pointer 
from the corner and Clint 
Capela (13 rebounds) had 
a dunk following another 
Cleveland miscue. 

The Cavs made three turn¬ 
overs in the final minute. 
HORNETS 113, NETS 108 
NEW YORK (AP) — Devonte' 
Graham scored a career- 
high 40 points, and Char¬ 
lotte rallied from a 20-poinf 
deficit to beat Brooklyn. 
Graham had 27 points in 
the second half in Char¬ 
lotte’s second straight vic¬ 
tory. 

Miles Bridges added 14 
points. 

Spencer Dinwiddie had 
24 points and Jarrett Allen 
added 21 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds for Brooklyn, who 
had their three-game win¬ 
ning streak snapped. 

JAZZ 127, TIMBERWOLVES 
116 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Don¬ 
ovan Mitchell had 30 points 
and six assists, Joe Ingles 
pitched in a season-high 23 
points and Utah dealt Min¬ 
nesota its sixth straight loss. 
Rudy Gobert added 20 


points and 16 rebounds for 
the Jazz, who won for just 
the third time in nine games 
by taking over with a 38- 
24 advantage in the third 
quarter. 

Jeff Teague scored 32 
points, making all four of his 
3-pointers and all six of his 
free throws, but the Timber- 
wolves dropped their sixth 
consecutive home game 
and fell to 3-8 at Target 
Center this season. 

Andrew Wiggins had 26 
points, and Karl-Anthony 
Towns added 21 points and 
11 rebounds for Minnesota. 
BULLS 136, HAWKS 102 
CHICAGO (AP) — Zach 
LaVine scored 35 points in 
three quarters, Lauri Mark- 
kanen added 22 and Chi¬ 
cago snapped a three- 
game losing streak with a 
victory over road-weary 
Atlanta. 

LaVine, who sat out the fi¬ 
nal 14 minutes, was 12 for 

15 from the field, including 
7 for 7 from 3-point range. 
Wendell Carter Jr. had 11 
points and 10 rebounds 
and rookie Coby White 
had 19 points. 

Trae Young had 15 points 
and 13 assists, Alex Len 
scored 17 points and rook¬ 
ie Cam Reddish added 

16 for Atlanta, which has 
dropped two straight and 
13 of 15. 

GRIZZLIES 115, SUNS 108 

PHOENIX (AP) — Dillon 


Brooks scored 27 points, 
Jaren Jackson Jr. added 24 
and Memphis earned a win 
over Phoenix. 

Memphis won two games 
in a row for the first time in 
nearly a month. 

Jackson shot 10 of 18 from 
the field, including 3 of 7 
from 3-point range, and 
the Grizzlies improved to 
6-0 when Brooks scores at 
least 20 points. 

Frank Kaminsky III led the 
Suns with a season-high 24 
points and Ricky Rubio tied 
a season-high with 22. Kelly 
Oubre Jr. added 14 points 
and 13 rebounds. 

Leading scorer Devin Book¬ 
er had an off night with just 
15 points on 6-of-17 shoot¬ 
ing. 

BUCKS 127, PELICANS 112 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo sat out but 
Milwaukee kept on rolling, 
getting 29 points from Eric 
Bledsoe in a over the New 
Orleans that extended the 
Bucks’ winning streak to 16 
games. 

The Bucks (22-3) tied the 
second-longest winning 
streak in franchise history 
and moved closer to the 
franchise record of 20, set 
during the team's 1970-71 
championship season. 
Antetokounmpo sat out 
with a right quad tendon 
injury, missing his first game 
this season. 

Khris Middleton added 
24 points for Milwaukee 
and Ersan Ilyasova had 18 
points and nine rebounds. 
George Hill contributed 13 
points off the bench. 

New Orleans (6-19) lost its 
10th straight game despite 
a season-high 31 points 
from J.J. Redick and 25 
points and 10 rebounds 
from Brandon Ingram. 

Jrue Holiday had 21 points. 
KINGS 94, THUNDER 93 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 
— Bogdan Bogdanovic 
made a 3-pointer with 13.4 
seconds remaining, and 
Sacramento overcame an 
11 -point deficit in the fourth 
quarter to beat Oklahoma 
City. 

Both teams committed 
turnovers with the game 
tied in the final minute be¬ 
fore Shai Gilgeous-Alexan- 
der hit two free throws to 
put the Thunder up 93-91 
with 31.6 seconds left. □ 
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Caps beat Bruins in showdown between NHL’s top two teams 



Washington Capitals right wing T.J. Oshie (77) celebrates his goal during the second period of an 
NHL hockey game against the Boston Bruins, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019, in Washington. This was 
Oshie's second goal of the night. 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tom 

Wilson and Zdeno Chara 
traded punches, the Wash¬ 
ington Capitals and Boston 
Bruins exchanged scoring 
chances and goals and a 
showdown between the 
NHL’s top two teams more 
than lived up to its billing. 
T.J. Oshie scored twice in 
under four minutes and 
John Carlson got the go- 
ahead goal in the third to 
extend Washington’s long¬ 
standing domination of 
Boston with a 3-2 victory 
Wednesday night in a thrill¬ 
ing back-and-forth game 
between two hockey 
heavyweights. 

“Both teams were flying 
around, going that extra 
step to hit someone all the 
time,” Carlson said. “It was 
a fun game. It was fun to 
play in. Still not playoffs, but 
it was a nice way to get into 
it after the performance we 
had on Monday.” 

Each of these teams laid an 
egg in a loss Monday night, 
but the Capitals avoided 
the slide currently befall¬ 
ing the Bruins. Boston has 
lost four in a row with three 
of those defeats coming in 
regulation. 

“We’ve got to keep going,” 
Chara said. “I think it’s easy 
to get frustrated. We real¬ 
ize it was obviously a good 
hockey team we played 
tonight. It was a good 
hockey game. We did a 
lot of things well. We’ve just 
got to continue to perform 
and keep getting better." 


The Capitals have won 16 of 
their past 17 games against 
the Bruins. It's a stretch that 
dates to December 2014 
during which Boston won 
only a close game last Su¬ 
per Bowl Sunday. 

“These last couple years has 
been a grind,” said Capitals 
goaltender Braden Holt- 
by, who made 30 saves. 
“They have a tough team 
to play against. Our team 
usually plays better against 
teams like that, teams that 
work hard, play an honest, 
hard game structurally. It’s 
fun for us to play in those 
games.” 

This one was supposed to 
be more fun than a typi¬ 
cal regular-season game. 


These teams entered with 
the most points in the 
league. Capitals captain 
Alex Ovechkin trailed only 
David Pastrnak in the goal¬ 
scoring race, the Bruins are 
coming off another trip to 
the Stanley Cup Final and 
Washington won its first title 
in 2018. 

“It’s always fun to play 
(when) the two best teams 
right now in the league 
play against each other,” 
Ovechkin said. “You can 
see how tough the game 
was. We play hard, they 
play hard. It’s always nice 
to get two points. We knew 
it’s not going to be easy 
game because they have 
a very good team out 


Associated Press 

there. It was a challenge 
for us.” 

After all the talk about this 
being a mid-December 
measuring stick for a cou¬ 
ple of perennial playoff 
contenders, the skill level 
matched the hype. 
Pastrnak ripped a per¬ 
fect shot over Braden 
Holtby’s left shoulder mid¬ 
way through the first for 
his league-best 26th of 
the season. It looked like 
the Bruins had a two-goal 
lead on a Patrice Bergeron 
power-play goal, but Capi¬ 
tals coach Todd Reirden 
challenged for offside and 
video review showed Jake 
DeBrusk was into the zone 
just before the puck. 


“I kind of knew it, though, as 
soon as I saw the replay," 
DeBrusk said. “It was one of 
those things where it had 
no effect on the play, but 
obviously it’s not a goal.” 
Oshie, who had just one 
goal in his previous 10 
games, made the most 
of nothing but empty ice 
around him to score off his 
own rebound on the power 
play early in the second. 
Soon after, he turned Bru¬ 
ins defenseman Connor 
Clifton into a human pylon 
and beat Jaroslav Halak 
with a backhander for a 
highlight-reel goal. 

“It felt pretty lucky for the 
puck to squeak through 
there,” Oshie said. “You 
just try to put it upstairs with 
a couple sticks on you so 
happy it went in. 

Kuraly and Carlson traded 
goals, and these two rivals 
traded shoves and un¬ 
pleasantries plenty before 
the final buzzer. They meet 
again two days before 
Christmas. 

CANADIENS 3, SENATORS 2, 
OT 

MONTREAL (AP) — Ben 

Chiarot scored in over¬ 
time and Cayden Primeau 
made 35 saves for his first 
NHL victory in Montreal's 
decision over Ottawa. 
Chiarot scored 1:11 into the 
extra period on a 2-on-l 
with Max Domi. 

Nick Cousins and Tomas 
Tatar scored in regulation 
for the Canadiens. They im¬ 
proved to 15-11-6, winning 
for the third straight time af¬ 
ter losing four of five.Q 


Retired goalie Tim Thomas details brain damage from hockey 


S' (S'* " ) 



Former Boston Bruins goalie Tim Thomas speaks with members 
of the media before being inducted into the U.S. Hockey Hall of 
Fame, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For¬ 
mer NHL goaltender Tim 
Thomas said Thursday that 
his post-concussion syn¬ 
drome symptoms were so 
severe that he couldn’t 
make basic decisions and 
his brain wasn’t functioning 
well enough to even watch 
hockey. 

In his first public appear¬ 
ance since walking away 
from fhe game, Thomas 
said a scan taken after he 
retired showed that two- 
thirds of his brain were get¬ 
ting less than 5% blood flow 


and the other third was 
getting less than 50%. The 
45-year-old said it took sig¬ 
nificant time and help to 
even be able to commu¬ 
nicate with former team¬ 
mates and others. 

He’s still not close to nor¬ 
mal. 

“I wake up every day and 
basically I have to reorder 
everything in my mind for 
the first couple hours of 
the day and then make a 
list and try to make some 
choices to get some stuff 
done," Thomas said before 
being inducted into the U.S. 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 


Thomas won the Stanley 
Cup in 2011 with the Bos¬ 
ton Bruins and was named 
playoff MVP. 


He played parts of 10 NHL 
seasons before retiring in 
2014 but said his experienc¬ 
es made him question if it 


was all worth it. 

“It taught me a value for 
life and a value for my 
brain that I’ve never had 
before,” Thomas said. “And 
I have appreciation for ev¬ 
erything that I never had 
before. I don’t regret any¬ 
thing.” 

Long considered reclusive, 
Thomas said he lived in 
the woods for a couple of 
years because he couldn’t 
handle human interaction. 
He got a chance to talk to 
some old teammates at a 
game Wednesday nights 
between the Bruins and 
Washington Capitals.Q 














In this Nov. 10, 2019, file photo, LSU quarterback Joe Burrow (9) 
is carried by LSU nose tackle Tyler Shelvin (72) after an NCAA 
football game against Alabama, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
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AP Player of the 
Year: QB Joe Burrow, 
first winner from LSU 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 

What figures to be an 
award-winning week for 
LSU quarterback Joe Bur¬ 
row is underway. 

Burrow was named The 
Associated Press college 
football player of the year 
on Thursday in a landslide 
vote, making him the first 
LSU player to win the the 
21-year-old award. 

Burrow, who has led the 
top-ranked Tigers to an un¬ 
beaten season and their 
first College Football Play¬ 
off appearance, received 
51 of 54 first-place votes 
from AP Top 25 poll voters 
and a total of 159 points. 
Ohio State defensive end 
Chase Young was sec¬ 
ond with three first-place 
votes and 69 points while 
Buckeyes quarterback 
Justin Fields was third with 
43 points. Burrow, Young, 


Fields and Oklahoma 
quarterback Jalen Hurts, 
who finished fourth with 33 
points, are the finalists for 
the Heisman Trophy to be 
handed out Saturday in 
New York. 

Burrow is the overwhelm¬ 
ing Heisman favorite af¬ 
ter passing for 4,715 yards 
and a Southeastern Con¬ 
ference record 48 touch¬ 
downs. The senior transfer 
from Ohio State is on pace 
to set a major college re¬ 
cord, completing 77.9% of 
his passes. 

Burrow is up for two more 
awards Thursday night at 
the College Football Hall of 
Fame in Atlanta. He is a fi¬ 
nalist for the Davey O’Brien 
National Quarterback of 
the Year Award, along with 
Fields and Hurts. He is also a 
finalist for the Maxwell Play¬ 
er of the Year, along with 
Young and Hurts.Q 


Christian Pulisic U.S. 

Soccer male player 
of year for 2nd time 

CHICAGO (AP) — Christian Pulisic was voted the U.S. Soc¬ 
cer Federation male player of the year, at 21 becoming 
the youngest to earn the honor for the second time. 
Pulisic had five goals and three assists for the U.S. this year. 
The midfielder and occasional forward received 38% of 
votes in totals announced Thursday, followed by forward 
Jordan Morris (35%) and Weston McKennie (13%). 

He also plays for Chelsea in the Premier League, a transfer 
secured this year. Voters include national team coaches, 
players with national team appearances in 2018, the USSF 
board of directors and athlete council members, coach¬ 
es in Major League Soccer, the United Soccer League, 
National Women’s Soccer League, men’s and women's 
national team coaches, select media and former players 
and administrators. □ 
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Assistant Attorney General Brian Benczkowski, center, in charge of the criminal division at 
the Dept, of Justice, U.S. Attorney Robert Duncan, of the Eastern District of Kentucky, left, and 
FBI Special Agent George Piro, right, in charge of the FBI’s Miami office, appears at a news 
conference to announce charges against ten former National Football League (NFL) players 
who are accused of defrauding an NFL health care program, at the Justice Department in 
Washington, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 

10 ex-NFL players charged with 
defrauding healthcare program 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ten 

former NFL players were 
charged in a multimillion- 
dollar scheme to defraud 
the league’s health care 
benefit program by sub¬ 
mitting false claims for 
medical equipment, in¬ 
cluding devices used on 
horses, the Justice De¬ 
partment said Thursday. 
The players were charged 
in two separate indict¬ 
ments filed in federal 
court in Kentucky, accus¬ 
ing them of conspiracy, 
wire fraud and health¬ 
care fraud. Prosecutors 
allege they submitted 
nearly $4 million in phony 
claims, leading to pay¬ 
outs of about $3.4 million 
between June 2017 and 
December 2018. 

Those charged include 
five former players on the 
Washington Redskins, in¬ 
cluding Clinton Portis and 
Carlos Rogers. 

Prosecutors allege the 
players targeted the 
Gene Upshaw NFL Player 
Health Reimbursement 
Account Plan, which was 
established as part of 
a collective bargaining 
agreement in 2006. It pro¬ 
vides tax-free reimburse¬ 
ment of out-of-pocket 
medical care expenses 


that were not covered by 
insurance and that were 
incurred by former play¬ 
ers, their spouses and de¬ 
pendents. 

“As outlined in the indict¬ 
ments, a group of former 
players brazenly defraud¬ 
ed the plan by seeking 
reimbursements for ex¬ 
pensive medical equip¬ 
ment that they never pur¬ 
chased,” said Assistant 
Attorney General Brian 
Benczkowski, who leads 
the Justice Department’s 
criminal division. 

The players claimed to 
have purchased hyper¬ 
baric oxygen chambers, 
ultrasound machines and 
electromagnetic ther¬ 
apy devices that were 
designed to be used on 
horses, he said. 
Prosecutors say the 
group’s alleged ringlead¬ 
ers, Robert McCune and 
Cornell Buckhalter — who 
they allege broke off to 
create his own similar 
ring — would recruit for¬ 
mer players by offering 
to submit fake claims to 
the health care plan. The 
ringleaders would then 
demand thousands of 
dollars in kickbacks for 
each fake claim, prose¬ 
cutors allege. 

The suspects are accused 
of fabricating letters from 


health care providers 
about using the medical 
equipment, fabricating 
prescriptions that were 
purportedly signed by 
healthcare providers and 
creating fake invoices 
from medical equipment 
companies in an effort 
to prove the equipment 
was purchased, accord¬ 
ing to court documents. 
In reality, they had never 
purchased or received 
the medical equipment, 
prosecutors said. 
Investigators believe the 
defendants had forged 
the prescriptions and au¬ 
thorization letters and 
uncovered no evidence 
that any doctors were 
complicit in the scheme, 
Benczkowski said. 

After the phony claims 
were submitted, the for¬ 
mer players would re¬ 
ceive reimbursement 
checks and pay a kick- 
back to the ringleaders 
and recruiters, the indict¬ 
ments charge. 

Prosecutors moved to 
bring charges, in part be¬ 
cause the scheme put 
the health care plan’s 
tax-exempt status at risk, 
which could've forced 
other former players us¬ 
ing the plan legitimately 
to pay more, Benczkowski 
saidO 
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FCC votes to set up 3-digit suicide hotline number like 911 



In this Aug. 11, 2019, file photo, a man uses a cell phone in New Orleans. 

Associated Press 


By MAE ANDERSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Federal 
regulators are setting up a 
new three-digit number to 
reach a suicide prevention 
hotline in order to make 
it easier to seek help and 
reduce the stigma associ¬ 
ated with mental health. 
Once it’s implemented, 
people will just need to dial 
988 to seek help, similar to 
calling 911 for emergen¬ 
cies or 311 for city servic¬ 
es. Currently, the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
uses a 10-digit number, 
800-273-TALK (8255). Call¬ 
ers are routed to one of 
163 crisis centers, where 
counselors answered 2.2 
million calls last year. 

A law last year required the 
Federal Communications 
Commission to study as¬ 
signing a three-digit num¬ 
ber for suicide prevention. 
The FCC said in a report 
that there is overwhelm¬ 
ing support for a three-digit 
number because it would 
be easier for distressed 
people to get help. 
Thursday’s vote starts the 
months-long process to 
make that happen. The 
next step is a comment pe¬ 


riod before the FCC moves 
to an order. 

The government's action 
comes as suicide rates 
have increased across the 
U.S. over the past two de¬ 
cades, and dramatically 
so by more than 30% in 
half of U.S. states, accord¬ 
ing to the Centers for Dis¬ 


ease Control and Preven¬ 
tion. There were 45,000 
deaths in 2016. The report 
noted that from 1999 to 
2016, suicide increased 
in every state except Ne¬ 
vada. It also noted that sui¬ 
cide rates are higher with 
at-risk populations, includ¬ 
ing veterans and the LG- 


BTQ community. 

“More than 20 veterans die 
by suicide every day and 
more than half a million 
LGBTQ youth will attempt 
suicide this year alone,” 
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai said. 
“A shorter, simpler suicide 
hotline number could be a 
game-changer.” 


The new, shorter number 
would likely lead to more 
calls, which in turn would 
mean more expenses 
for crisis centers already 
struggling to keep up. If 
the number of calls to the 
hotline doubled, centers 
would need an extra $50 
million a year to handle 
the increase, the FCC said, 
citing the federal agency 
that funds the hotline, the 
Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Ad¬ 
ministration. 

The FCC determined that 
it would be better to have 
a new number that's only 
for the hotline, rather than 
one that’s currently used 
for other purposes, such as 
911. 

Advocates say that hav¬ 
ing a dedicated number, 
along with a message that 
mental health is of equiva¬ 
lent importance as medi¬ 
cal emergencies, could 
help reduce the stigma of 
calling the number. 

“The three-digit number is 
really going to be a break¬ 
through in terms of reach¬ 
ing people in a crisis,” said 
Dwight Holton, CEO of 
Lines for Life, a suicide pre¬ 
vention nonprofit. Q 


Facebook rebuffs U.S. AG over access to encrypted messages 



In this April 11, 2018, photo, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
listens to a question as he testifies before a House Energy and 
Commerce hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By MATT O’BRIEN 

Facebook is rebuffing ef¬ 
forts by U.S. Attorney Gen¬ 
eral William Barr to give 
authorities a way to read 
encrypted messages. 

The heads of Facebook- 
owned WhatsApp and 
Messenger services told 
Barr and his U.K. and Aus¬ 
tralian counterparts that 
Facebook is moving for¬ 
ward with plans to enable 
end-to-end encryption on 
all of its messaging servic¬ 
es. 

End-to-end encryption 
locks up messages so that 
not even Facebook can 
read their contents. 
WhatsApp already uses 
end-to-end encryption. 
Facebook plans to extend 
that protection to Messen¬ 
ger and Instagram Direct. 
Barr and other officials 
had asked the company 
in October to hold off. In 
a letter to Facebook CEO 


Mark Zuckerberg, they in¬ 
sisted that precluding ac¬ 
cess by law enforcement 
could hinder efforts to pre¬ 
vent or investigate crimes. 
The letter repeatedly em¬ 
phasized the dangers of 
child sexual exploitation to 


justify their stance. 

Barr reiterated his concerns 
in a speech Tuesday, call¬ 
ing the encryption fight 
“one of our highest priori¬ 
ties” and describing “an in¬ 
creasing number of horror 
stories about how people 


are dying, or being mo¬ 
lested or whatever, but we 
cannot get in.” 

Law enforcement has long 
sought a way to read en¬ 
crypted messages that's 
analogous to wiretaps for 
phone calls. 

Security experts, however, 
say that giving police such 
access makes messaging 
insecure for everyone by 
creating vulnerabilities that 
others can exploit. 

In Facebook’s response 
Monday to Barr and other 
authorities. Will Cathcart, 
head of WhatsApp, and 
Stan Chudnovsky, head 
of Messenger, said creat¬ 
ing such a “backdoor" for 
law enforcement “would 
be a gift to criminals, hack¬ 
ers and repressive regimes, 
creating a way for them to 
enter our systems and leav¬ 
ing every person on our 
platforms more vulnerable 
to real life harm." 


Facebook has said that 
people have the right 
to private conversations 
online and that compa¬ 
nies are already able to 
respond to government 
agencies when they re¬ 
ceive valid legal requests. 
Facebook's letter empha¬ 
sized the many tools the 
company has built to try 
to detect criminal and 
other problematic activi¬ 
ties using signals from un¬ 
encrypted information. 
Barr said at a Wall Street 
Journal event on Tuesday 
that there are benefits 
to encryption, such as to 
secure communications 
with a bank. 

But he said the growth of 
consumer apps with end- 
to-end encryption, like 
WhatsApp and Signal, 
have aided “terrorist or¬ 
ganizations, drug cartels, 
child molesting rings and 
kiddie porn type rings."□ 
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Fed leaves low rates alone and foresees no moves in 2020 





In this Nov. 25, 2019, file photo Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome Powell addresses a round 
table discussion during a visit to Silver Lane Elementary School, in East Hartford, Conn. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Federal Reserve is leaving 
its benchmark interest rate 
alone and signaling that it 
expects to keep low rates 
unchanged through next 
year. 

The Fed’s decision follows 
three rate cuts earlier this 
year. It reflects its view that 
the U.S. economy has so 
far withstood the U.S.-Chi- 
na trade war and a global 
slump and remains gener¬ 
ally healthy. 

Its benchmarkrate—which 
influences many consumer 
and business loans — will 
remain in a low range of 
1.5% to 1.75%. The Fed may 
prefer to leave rates alone 
through 2020, an election 
year. But many analysts 
note that the economy 
faces risks from trade con¬ 
flicts, a global slowdown 
and a potentially disruptive 
Brexit and say the Fed may 
feel compelled to cut rates 
at least once next year. 

Persistently low inflation 
with very low unemploy¬ 


ment has led many Fed 
officials to conclude that 
rates can remain lower 
for much longer than they 
thought without spurring 
higher prices. 

Low rates help consum¬ 


ers and businesses afford 
to borrow and spend. Still, 
savers have struggled to 
find returns outside the 
stock market that can 
keep them ahead of infla¬ 
tion. 


Chairman Jerome Pow¬ 
ell has said that this year’s 
Fed rate cuts have helped 
lower mortgage rates and 
spurred growth in home 
purchases. Auto sales have 
also remained healthy as 


more Americans have bor¬ 
rowed to buy cars. 

After having raised its 
benchmark short-term rate 
four times in 2018, the Fed 
reversed course this year 
and cut rates three times 
to a range of 1.5% to 1.75%. 
Powell has portrayed those 
cuts as mainly “insurance” 
against a slowdown re¬ 
sulting from weak global 
growth and President Don¬ 
ald Trump's prolonged 
trade war with China. 

Monthly job growth 
reached its highest point 
this year in November, and 
the unemployment rate 
matched a 50-year low of 
3.5%. Measures of consum¬ 
er confidence also remain 
at historically high levels. 

Powell and other Fed 
policymakers have made 
clear that they are no lon¬ 
ger worried that a healthy 
job market will necessar¬ 
ily fuel excessive inflation. 
Instead, they would like to 
see inflation reach their 2% 
target level after running 
below it for most of the 
past seven years. □ 


US stocks rise in early trading on trade deal hopes 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
moved higher in early trad¬ 
ing on Wall Street Thursday 
as investors jumped on a 
statement from President 
Donald Trump that the U.S. is 
getting close to a “big deal” 
with China. 

Wall Street has been watch¬ 
ing closely for any develop¬ 
ments in the ongoing trade 
negotiations all week as the 
nations head for another 
escalation. A new round of 
U.S. tariffs on Chinese goods 
will kick in on Sunday and 
raise the prices of popular 
products including laptops 
and cellphones. Investors 
are hoping that enough 
progress is made to prompt 
a delay from Washington. 
Banks helped lead the gains 
as bond prices fell sending 
yields higher. Bank of Amer¬ 
ica rose 1.5%. Higher yields 
allow banks to charge more 
lucrative interest rates on 
mortgages and other loans. 
The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury rose to 1.84% from 


1.79% late Wednesday. 
Technology companies also 
made strong gains. Broad¬ 
com rose 2.5%. 

Real estate companies and 
utilities lagged the market in 
another sign that investors 
were shifting money away 
from safe-play investments. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index rose 0.6% as of 10 
a.m. Eastern time. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 173 
points, or 0.6%, to 28,084. 
The Nasdaq rose 0.5%. The 
Russell 2000 index of smaller 
company stocks rose 0.6%. 
TAKEOFF: Delta Air Lines rose 
3.8% after the most profit¬ 
able U.S. carrier gave inves¬ 
tors a surprisingly good profit 
and revenue forecast for 
2020. The company said it 
expects sustained demand 
for air travel and stable pric¬ 
es for jet fuel. 

SPREADING LUV: Southwest 
Airlines 1.8% after it reached 
a deal with Boeing for com¬ 
pensation over the ground¬ 
ing of the 737 Max aircraft. 
It will also share about $125 
million with its workers. 



In this Dec. 5, 2019, file photo, trader Gregory Rowe, left, and 
specialist Michael Pistillo work on the floor of the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 
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CASH REGISTERS RINGING? 
Friday’s retail sales report 
from the Commerce De¬ 
partment will offer inves¬ 
tors a solid measure of the 
economy’s health in a week 
dominated by uncertainties 
over trade. Economists ex¬ 
pect retail sales to rise in No¬ 
vember. □ 
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Mutts 
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internet shopping has taken 
lthe adventure out op rml- 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Feds agree to review grizzly 
protections in contiguous US 



This April 29, 2019 file photo provided by the United States 
Geological Survey shows a grizzly bear and a cub along the 
Gibbon River in Yellowstone National Park, Wyo. 

Associated Press 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — 

Federal officials will review 
whether enough is be¬ 
ing done to protect grizzly 
bears in the contiguous U.S. 
states after environmental¬ 
ists sued the government to 
try to restore the fearsome 
animals to more areas, ac¬ 
cording to a court settle¬ 
ment approved Monday. 
The review must be com¬ 
pleted by March 31, 2021, 
U.S. District Judge Dana 
Christensen ordered. 

Grizzly bears have been 
protected as a threatened 
species in the U.S. — except 
in Alaska — since 1975, al¬ 
lowing a slow recovery in 
a handful of areas. An es¬ 
timated 1,900 of the ani¬ 
mals live in portions of Wyo¬ 
ming, Montana, Idaho and 
Washington state. 

Tens of thousands of griz¬ 
zlies once populated west¬ 
ern North America before 
hunting, trapping and 
habitat loss wiped out most 
by the early 1900s. 

Federal wildlife officials 
said in 2011 that additional 
areas should be consid¬ 
ered for grizzly bear recov¬ 
ery, but that work has nev¬ 
er been completed. 

In a lawsuit filed in June, 
the Center for Biological 
Diversity sought to force of¬ 
ficials to consider restoring 
grizzlies to parts of Califor¬ 
nia, Colorado, New Mexi¬ 
co, Arizona, Utah, Nevada 
and Oregon. 

“There are a lot of places 
where grizzly bears used to 
live where we believe they 
could currently live,” said 
Andrea Santarsiere, an at¬ 
torney for the group. 

The U.S. Fish and Wild¬ 
life Service agreed to the 
grizzly status review that 
could lay the groundwork 
for new restoration plans, 
though that’s not guaran¬ 
teed. Agency officials did 
not immediately respond 
to telephone and email re¬ 
quests seeking comment. 
One area previously men¬ 
tioned by federal officials 
as having potential for griz¬ 
zlies is southwestern Colo¬ 
rado's San Juan mountain 
range. 


Advocates of returning 
bears and other predators 
to the state have grown 
more vocal in recent years. 
They are now trying to get 
an initiative on the 2020 
ballot to have the state re¬ 
introduce gray wolves west 
of the Continental Divide. 
Ranchers, hunters and oth¬ 
er interests are campaign¬ 
ing against the proposal. 

A review of the states in 
the continental U.S. would 
look at potential habitat for 
grizzlies, people who live in 
those areas and how far 
they are from existing griz¬ 
zly populations, said Chris 
Servheen, former coordi¬ 
nator of the government’s 
grizzly bear recovery pro¬ 
gram. But Servheen said in 
his opinion that the review 
would distract from efforts 
already underway to bol¬ 
ster struggling populations 


of grizzlies in areas like the 
North Cascades of Wash¬ 
ington state and the Bit¬ 
terroot region of Montana 
and Idaho. “It just doesn’t 
make sense to look for new 
places for bears when we 
don’t have enough money 
to deal with the existing 
areas we have,” Servheen 
said. The agreement be¬ 
tween the government 
and environmentalists does 
not fully resolve the June 
lawsuit, which also seeks 
an update to the govern¬ 
ment’s recovery plan for 
grizzlies. 

Representatives of the 
ranching industry have in¬ 
tervened in the case to op¬ 
pose a new recovery plan. 
They say it would hinder 
the government's efforts to 
lift protections for grizzlies 
in and around Yellowstone 
National Park. □ 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 13 

Celebrity Reflection 
Volendam 

December 14 

AIDAPerla / Eurodam / Star Flyer 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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California calls pot smoke, THC a risk to moms-to-be 



By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

California panel voted 
Wednesday to declare 
marijuana smoke and the 
drug’s high-producing 
chemical — THC — a risk 
to pregnant women and 
their developing fetuses 
and require warning labels 
for products legally sold 
in the nation’s largest pot 
market. 

The decision by the little- 
known Developmental 
and Reproductive Toxicant 
Identification Committee 
will not take effect for a 
year, and it remains to be 
seen what impact it will 
have on the state’s emerg¬ 
ing marijuana industry. 

The vote came after hours 
of discussion by a nine- 
member panel of scien¬ 
tists who delved into the 
reliability and accuracy 
of dense research studies 
involving people and ani¬ 
mals, including mice, rats 
and fish. 

Surveys have indicated 
that a rising number of 
mothers-to-be have turned 
to marijuana products for 
relief from morning sickness 
and headaches, though 
it’s effectiveness has not 
been backed by science. 
Since 2009, California has 
listed marijuana smoke 


as being known to cause 
cancer, similar to tobacco 
smoke. 

The vote adds THC and pot 
smoke to the list of chemi¬ 
cals the state has judged 
to be known to cause birth 
defects or other develop¬ 
mental problems and must 
carry warning labels. 
Cannabis industry offi¬ 
cials say too little sound 
research is available to 
support such a move and 
warn that it could make 


marijuana companies a 
target for lawsuits with un¬ 
verified claims of injuries 
from pot use during preg¬ 
nancy. 

Ellen Komp, deputy direc¬ 
tor of the legal pot ad¬ 
vocacy group California 
NORML, told the panel 
that the studies only exam¬ 
ined women who smoked 
marijuana, not those who 
used vapes, topical lotions 
or other methods. Taken 
together, the studies “pro¬ 


duced conflicting results,” 
she said. 

Some studies didn’t make 
clear how frequently a 
mother used cannabis 
during pregnancy or what 
products were being used. 
Others didn’t account for 
instances when mothers 
were using marijuana and 
tobacco and whether that 
could skew the results. In 
other cases, studies relied 
on self-reporting by new 
mothers, putting the reli¬ 


ability of the information 
in doubt. The panel spent 
several hours debating the 
studies, and in the end, it 
found the weight of the 
evidence was sufficient. 
The review was carried out 
under the umbrella of the 
Safe Drinking Water and 
Toxic Enforcement Act, 
better known as Proposi¬ 
tion 65. It requires warn¬ 
ing labels for chemicals 
judged as dangerous and 
allows residents, advocacy 
groups and attorneys to 
sue on behalf of the state 
and collect a portion of 
civil penalties for failure to 
provide warnings. 

The 1986 law has been 
credited with weeding out 
cancer-causing chemi¬ 
cals from products but also 
faulted for setting the stage 
for legal shakedowns. 
Lawyers looking for a quick 
buck will say “give us 
$10,000 or we are going to 
take you into a long court 
case,” said Los Angeles 
dispensary owner Jerred Ki- 
loh, who heads the United 
Cannabis Business Associa¬ 
tion, an industry group. 

The California Cannabis In¬ 
dustry Association echoed 
that fear, noting that pot’s 
standing as an illegal drug 
at the federal level has 
choked off research by 
government agencies. □ 


Officials want $100M for reef 
restoration in Florida Keys 



In this June 8, 2015 file photo provided by the Florida Keys 
News Bureau, volunteers with the Coral Restoration Foundation 
swim to a coral reef planting site with staghorn coral clippings 
in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary off Key Largo, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 


KEY LARGO, Fla. (AP) — 

Federal officials have an¬ 
nounced plans to raise 
$100 million to fund proj¬ 
ects to restore seven sig¬ 
nificant coral reef sites in 
the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary. 
“Mission: Iconic Reefs” 
calls for restoring nearly 
70 acres (28 hectares) of 


the Florida Reef Tract, one 
of the largest strategies 
ever proposed for coral 
restoration, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration said Mon¬ 
day. 

NOAA officials said the or¬ 
ganization will work with 
partners to secure public 
and private funds. 


“We have identified some 
iconic reefs here in the 
Keys that we want to help 
restore,” sanctuary super¬ 
intendent Sarah Fang- 
man said. “These reefs 
have been suffering from 
a number of threats for 
years as have reefs around 
the world.” NOAA officials 
have received inquiries 
from government leaders 
wanting to know what can 
be done to save the reefs, 
Fangman said. 

Since the 1970s, tropical 
cyclones, heat-induced 
coral bleaching, cold 
snaps and disease events 
have reduced coral cover¬ 
age in the Keys. Outbreaks 
of stony coral tissue loss 


disease, first noticed off Mi¬ 
ami in 2014, have spread 
as far as Cozumel, the Ca¬ 
ribbean region, and have 
baffled marine biologists. 
The disease has not af¬ 
fected branching species 
such as elkhorn and stag¬ 


horn coral.Restoration 
efforts involving growing 
and transplanting corals 
have proven successful 
in the Keys, motivating 
plans for the large-scale 
restoration effort within 
the sanctuaryO 
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Reese Witherspoon honored at Women in Entertainment gala 
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Ava Phillippe, from left, Reese Witherspoon, Deacon Phillippe and Jim Toth arrive at The Hollywood 
Reporter’s Women in Entertainment Breakfast Gala on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Reese 
Witherspoon remembered 
when she met with sever¬ 
al film production studios 
in 2011 to ask them how 
many movies were being 
developed for women. 

The studios' responses 
nearly floored her. 

“Of all the major seven stu¬ 
dios, the answer was one,” 
Witherspoon said after she 
received the prestigious 
Sherry Lansing Leadership 
Award at The Hollywood 
Reporter's Women in En¬ 
tertainment breakfast gala 
Wednesday in Los Angeles. 
The Oscar and Emmy-win- 
ning actress was handed 
the award by her friend 
actress Kerry Washington 
for excelling in film and her 
philanthropic efforts. 
Witherspoon said she was 
grateful to receive the 
award named after Lan¬ 
sing, the former Paramount 
Pictures CEO who was the 
first woman to head a Hol¬ 
lywood studio. While she 
called Lansing a “trailblaz- 
er," the actress hearkened 
back to her meeting with 
studios that felt “grim.” 
“One movie was being 
made with a female lead 
out of 140 movies,” she 
continued. “As I was told 
by a studio head at the 


time, ‘Well, we already 
have one female star this 
year. We can't make two.' 
Can you guess which year 
this was? 2011. Not 1911. ... 
2011 .” 

Witherspoon said the mo¬ 
ment helped empower 
her to start her own pro¬ 
duction company. Hello 
Sunshine, which has pro¬ 
duced Oscar-nominated 
films “Gone Girl,” “Wild,” 


and the HBO drama series 
“Big Little Lies” with an all¬ 
female leading cast. 

The actress, who starred 
in films including “Legal¬ 
ly Blonde” and “Sweet 
Home Alabama,” told the 
packed room of about 600 
people, mostly women, 
that “this is our time.” 

The star-studded event in¬ 
cluded Charlize Theron, 
John Legend and Mindy 


Kaling. It also had about 
40 young women who are 
taking part in THR's Women 
in Entertainment mentor¬ 
ship program, established 
a decade ago. 

“A lot of people can rec¬ 
ognize a problem, look 
at it and complain about 
it,” said Witherspoon, who 
is also a member of the 
Time’s Up movement, an 
initiative for anti-harass¬ 


ment and gender equal¬ 
ity. “But not everybody 
is going to do something 
about it. Leaders are really 
doers. Even though you 
don’t think of yourself as a 
leader, or you're hesitant 
or you're hypnotized by 
words saying ‘You can’t.' 
Too bad. Do it anyway." 
Around $1.5 million in uni¬ 
versity scholarships were 
presented to high school 
seniors from under-served 
communities in south and 
east Los Angeles. All of the 
seniors have taken part in 
the program. 

Often shedding tears on¬ 
stage, Theron said the gala 
“fed my soul.” 

Actress Olivia Wilde, a 
guest editor of THR’s 
Women in Entertainment 
issue that was released 
Wednesday, said women 
should explore their femi¬ 
nine strength. Ronan Far¬ 
row received the Equity in 
Entertainment award for 
his journalistic work against 
gender-based discrimina¬ 
tion. Political activist Sta¬ 
cey Abrams spoke during 
her keynote speech about 
storytelling holding an ex¬ 
traordinary power. She said 
she’s witnessed moments 
when women and others 
who “look like me are of¬ 
ten footnotes not chapters 
in stories. 


Ryan Reynolds says he related to Peloton actress’ plight 


By JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ryan 
Reynolds says he relates to 
the social media criticism 
heaped on the Peloton ad 
actress. In fact, that feel¬ 
ing led him to hire her for 
a commercial promoting 
his gin company. Reynolds 
spoke Tuesday about the 
uproar while promoting his 
new action flick, the Mi¬ 
chael Bay-directed “6 Un¬ 
derground.” In the Pelo¬ 
ton commercial, Monica 
Ruiz portrays a wife who re¬ 
ceives an exercise bike as 
a Christmas present, and 
chronicles her yearlong 
journey to get in shape. 
The commercial ends with 
the wife thanking her hus¬ 
band for the gift. After the 



Ryan Reynolds attends the premiere of Netflix's “6 Underground” at The Shed at Hudson Yards 
on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


spot aired, the character 
was mocked for several 
reasons: Some noted she 
was already thin, others 
mocked her for having a 
“nervous” expression, and 
others were angry her hus¬ 
band gave her an exer¬ 
cise gift, as if she needed 
to lose weight. 

Reynolds thought the viral 
negativity was unfair, and 
said it’s “a situation that 
I’ve been in many times 
before” as an actor. 

“You put it out there, and 
it doesn’t quite work, and 
you feel a little alienated 
and stuff. So, I had tre¬ 
mendous empathy for her 
in that moment,” Reyn¬ 
olds said at the premiere 
of his new action flick, “6 
Underground.”□ 
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‘Benson,’ ‘Star Trek’ actor Rene Auberjonois has died at 79 


By ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rene 
Auberjonois, a prolific actor 
best known for his roles on 
the television shows “Ben¬ 
son” and “Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine” and his part 
in the 1970 film “M.A.S.H.” 
playing Father Mulcahy, 
has died. He was 79. 

The actor died Sunday at 
his home in Los Angeles of 
metastatic lung cancer, his 


son Remy-Luc Auberjonois 
told The Associated Press. 
Rene Auberjonois worked 
constantly as a character 
actor in several golden 
ages, from the dynamic 
theater of the 1960s to the 
cinema renaissance of the 
1970s to the prime period 
of network television in the 
1980s and 1990s — and 
each generation knew him 
for something different. 

For film fans of the 1970s, 
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This Nov. 9, 2013, file photo shows Rene Auberjonois at the International Myeloma Foundation 7th 
Annual Comedy Celebration in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


he was Father John Mul¬ 
cahy, the military chap¬ 
lain who played straight 
man to the doctors’ antics 
in “M.A.S.H.” It was his first 
significant film role and the 
first of several for director 
Robert Altman. 

For sitcom watchers of the 
1980s, he was Clayton Run- 
nymede Endicott III, the 
hopelessly highbrow chief 
of staff at a governor's 
mansion on “Benson,” the 
ABC series whose title char¬ 
acter was a butler played 
by Robert Guillaume. 

And for sci-fi fans of the 
1990s and convention-go¬ 
ers ever since, he was Odo, 
the shape-shifting Change¬ 
ling and head of space- 
station security on “Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine.”“l 
am all of those characters, 
and I love that,” Auberjo¬ 
nois said in a 2011 interview 
with the “Star Trek” web¬ 
site. “I also run into people, 
and they think I’m their 
cousin or their dry cleaner. 
I love that, too.” 

Fellow stars from “Star Trek" 
shows praised the actor on 
Twitter. 

William Shatner said that 
“to sum up his life in a 
tweet is nearly impos¬ 
sible. To Judith, Tessa & 
Remy I send you my love & 
strength. I will keep you in 
my thoughts and remem¬ 
ber a wonderful friendship 


with Rene.” 

George Takei tweeted: 
“"Star Trek fans knew him 
as Odo from Deep Space 
Nine. We knew him as 
Rene. He was a wonder¬ 
ful, caring, and intelligent 
man. He shall be missed. 
When I look out to the stars, 
I shall think of you, friend.” 
Auberjonois was born in 
New York in 1940, the son 
of Fernand Auberjonois, 
Swiss-born foreign corre¬ 
spondent for U.S. newspa¬ 
pers, and the grandson of 
a Swiss post-impressionist 
painter also named Rene 
Auberjonois. 

The younger Rene Auber¬ 
jonois was raised in New 
York, Paris, and London, 
and for a time lived with 
his family in an artists' col¬ 
ony in Rockland County, 
New York, whose residents 
included the actors John 
Houseman, Helen Hayes 
and Burgess Meredith. 

After graduating from col¬ 
lege at Pittsburgh’s Carn¬ 
egie Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy, now Carnegie Mel¬ 
lon, Auberjonois hopped 
around the country joining 
theater companies, even¬ 
tually landing three roles 
on Broadway in 1968, in¬ 
cluding playing the Fool in 
a long-running version of 
King Lear. 

The following year he 
would play Sebastian Baye 


opposite Katharine Hep¬ 
burn in “Coco,” a play on 
the life of designer Coco 
Chanel that would earn 
him a Tony for best actor in 
a leading role in a musical. 
He would later see Tony 
nominations for 1973’s “The 
Good Doctor,” 1984’s “Big 
River," and 1989’s “City of 
Angels.” 

In 1970, Auberjonois began 
his run with Altman, playing 
Mulcahy in “M.A.S.H.” 

In his most famous ex¬ 
change from the movie, 
Sally Kellerman’s Marga¬ 
ret Houlihan wonders how 
such a degenerate doc¬ 
tor as Donald Sutherland's 
Hawkeye Pierce could 
reach a position of respon¬ 
sibility in the U.S. Army. 

A bible-reading Auberjo¬ 
nois responds, deadpan: 
“He was drafted.” 

“I actually made that line 
up when we were rehears¬ 
ing the scene,” Auberjo¬ 
nois said on the podcast 
“The Gist” in 2016. “And it 
became a kind of an icon¬ 
ic line for the whole film." 
The same year he played 
an off-the-wall ornitholo¬ 
gist in Altman's “Brews¬ 
ter McCloud,” played a 
saloonkeeper alongside 
Warren Beatty in the di¬ 
rector’s western “McCabe 
& Mrs. Miller” in 1971 and 
appeared in Altman’s “Im¬ 
ages" in 1972. □ 
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Richmond gets a new soaring statue, this one with dreadlocks 



The statue titled Rumor’s of War by artist Kehinde Wiley gets fully unveiled after the tarp covering 
the statue got stuck for a while at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts in Richmond, Va., Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH RANKIN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A 

massive bronze sculpture 
of a young black man 
with dreadlocks astride a 
muscular horse was per¬ 
manently installed Tuesday 
in Virginia's capital city, 
not far from one of the 
country’s most prominent 
displays of Confederate 
monuments. 

Thousands of people 
crowded the lawn of the 
Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts as “Rumors of War” 
was unveiled. The piece, 
the first public sculpture by 
prominent artist Kehinde 
Wiley and Wiley’s largest 
work to date, was previ¬ 
ously on display in Times 
Square. 

“Rumors of War” was 
Wiley's response to the 
Confederate monuments 
that pepper the U.S. and 
the South in particular. The 
new monument arrived 
amid an ongoing debate 
across the country about 
what do with Confederate 
imagery and as Richmond 
grapples with how to tell its 
history as both the capital 
of the Confederacy and a 
former hub of the interna¬ 
tional slave trade. 

“It's a story about America 
2.0,” the artist said, adding 
he was overwhelmed by 


the size of the crowd. 

Wiley is known for his regal 
portraits of black Ameri¬ 
cans, including one of 
former President Barack 
Obama that’s displayed 
at the National Portrait 
Gallery. He said he was in¬ 
spired to create “Rumors of 
War” after seeing a mas¬ 
sive equestrian monument 
honoring Confederate 
Gen. J.E.B. Stuart during a 
visit to Richmond in 2016. 


The Stuart monument is 
one of five giant Confed¬ 
erate statues along Monu¬ 
ment Avenue, a presti¬ 
gious residential street and 
National Historic Landmark 
district. 

Both the Stuart statue and 
“Rumors of War" feature 
horses in virtually the same 
pose, with one front leg 
lifted. 

Both riders are turned to 
the side. But instead of 


Civil War-era garb, Wiley's 
equestrian is dressed in 
streetwear: a hoodie, 

ripped jeans and sneakers, 
with dreadlocks gathered 
atop his head. 

Virginia's governor hailed 
the twist on history as he 
addressed the crowd Tues¬ 
day. 

“People in Richmond will 
recognize its shape and 
its form, but it depicts a 
person who looks different 


from every other statue in 
this city — and there are 
a lot of them," Gov. Ralph 
Northam said. “And so to¬ 
day we say welcome to a 
progressive and inclusive 
Virginia.” 

Wiley said the statue 
wasn’t a tribute to any one 
individual. 

Instead, he said, it is about 
“about black men and 
their place in this society. 
And in a much broader 
way, a society that can 
say yes to black men and 
their place in this society." 
Mounted on a large stone 
pedestal, 

Wiley’s sculpture is just 
blocks from Monument 
Avenue. It is prominently 
displayed along the city’s 
historic Arthur Ashe Bou¬ 
levard, a thoroughfare 
renamed in honor of the 
black tennis great earlier 
this year. It sits next to the 
headquarters of the United 
Daughters of the Confed¬ 
eracy. 

The silver, shimmery drape 
that covered the statue 
got caught in the figure’s 
hair during Tuesday’s un¬ 
veiling. Hundreds of people 
stood for about 35 minutes 
in cold, drizzling rain until a 
firefighter clambered up a 
ladder and finally pulled 
the covering off, to a roar 
from the crowd. □ 


Kim Kardashian West sues doctor over ‘Vampire Facial’ 


By JAY REEVES 
Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) 

— Reality TV star and busi¬ 
nesswoman Kim Kardashi¬ 
an West is suing an Ala¬ 
bama doctor over claims 
he wrongly used her im¬ 
age to promote a medi¬ 
cal procedure called a 
“Vampire Facial.” 

West filed suit Tuesday in 
Los Angeles against Dr. 
Charles Runels of coastal 
Fairhope, 

Alabama. The suit claims 
Runels misused West's im¬ 
age in promotional ma¬ 
terials after she posted a 
photo of herself on social 
media showing the results 
of a “Vampire Facial.” 
West, a reality TV star and 
successful businesswom¬ 
an who has a number of 


beauty and lifestyle enter¬ 
prises and millions of follow¬ 
ers on social media, asked 
a federal judge to bar 
Runels from using her name 
or photo and to make him 
and any other doctors who 
benefited pay her profits. 
Runels, 59, said in a tele¬ 
phone interview Wednes¬ 
day that West wrongly 
used his trademarked 
name for a medical pro¬ 
cedure to promote herself. 
He called the lawsuit “dis¬ 
appointing.” 

“We’re trying to do good 
medicine. The last thing we 
want to do is spend millions 
of dollars arguing with a 
celebrity,” he said. 

The cosmetic procedure 
involves drawing a pa¬ 
tient’s blood, spinning it in 
a centrifuge and then in¬ 


jecting small amounts un¬ 
der the skin using multiple, 
small needles, 

Runels’ website says, and 
blood also is applied topi¬ 
cally on the skin. 

Runels, who said he de¬ 
veloped the procedure 
and got a trademark for 
the “Vampire” name, said 
about 2,300 physicians in 
50 countries are licensed 
to perform the procedure. 
West underwent the pro¬ 
cedure from an associat¬ 
ed doctor in Miami in 2013 
before posting a photo of 
herself online with blood 
on her face, he said. 

The lawsuit, which seeks 
an unspecified amount of 
money, contends Runels 
wrongly used her photo 
and name to promote his 
business. Runels said he 



In this Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019, photo, actress Kim Kardashian 
waits for the Christian Dior pre-fall 2020 men’s fashion show to 
start during Miami Art week, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


didn’t ask the celebrity 
for the social media post, 
which he said she used to 
draw more attention to 
herself. 

“I've already taken all the 
stuff off my website, but I’m 


not going to let her call me 
a thief. First she works to le 
everyone in the world know 
she had a Vampire Facia 
and now she doesn’t wan 
anyone to talk about it,' 
Runels said. □ 










FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 


fl32 lFEATURE 



Ukrainian city remembers Jews on Holocaust anniversary 



Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadoviy presents glass copy of an old metal synagogue key to Yanina 
Hescheles, at ceremony commemorating 75th anniversary of the annihilation of the city’s Jewish 
population by Nazi Germany in Lviv, Ukraine. 


By VANESSA GERA 
RANDY HERSCHAFT 
YEVHENIY KRAVS 
Associated Press 
LVIV, Ukraine (AP) — The 
Ukrainian city of Lviv, once 
a major center of Jewish 
life in Eastern Europe, com¬ 
memorated on Sunday the 
75th anniversary of the an¬ 
nihilation of the city’s Jew¬ 
ish population by Nazi Ger¬ 
many and honored those 
working today to preserve 
what they can of that van¬ 
ished world. 

City authorities presented 
the honored recipients 
with 75 glass keys — rep¬ 
licas of a metal key that 
once belonged to a Jew¬ 
ish synagogue and which 
an American artist found at 
a street market in Lviv. The 
anniversary events, which 
included a prayer concert 
at the ruins of former syna¬ 
gogues, come amid other 
attempts to revive sup¬ 
pressed memories of the 
Jews who once were an 
integral part of the region. 
“God forbid our city once 
suffered such a misfortune,” 
Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi 
said at the ceremony. “To¬ 
day we cannot even imag¬ 
ine for a moment the pain, 
humiliation and grief that 
thousands of Lviv’s people 
suffered in the last century." 
Iryna Matsevko, deputy di¬ 
rector of the Center for Ur¬ 
ban History of East Central 
Europe and an organizer 
of the anniversary events in 
Lviv, said it was the first time 
the western Ukrainian city 
has acknowledged the his¬ 
torical preservation efforts 


in such an extensive way. 
Matsevko said conscious¬ 
ness is growing in Ukraini¬ 
an society of the need to 
remember the Jews who 
were annihilated by Nazi 
forces, in some cases with 
the participation of local 
people. 

Initiatives have included 
introducing Jewish history 
courses at universities, new 
research by young Ukraini¬ 
an scholars and grassroots 
efforts by volunteers, such 
as the recovering Jew¬ 
ish gravestones that were 
used to pave roads and 
returning them to cemeter¬ 
ies. 

“This is part of the process 
of reviving the memory 


of the Jewish heritage. Of 
course, this process is slow. 
I want it to be quicker, but 
for the last 10 years we 
have seen how the Jewish 
heritage is returning to peo¬ 
ple's consciousness and a 
lot of activities are taking 
place,” Matsevko said. “It is 
very important that people 
are being acknowledged 
for their work in Jewish heri¬ 
tage.” 

Before World War II, Lviv 
and the surrounding area 
belonged to Poland. Then 
called Lwow, it was the 
third largest Jewish com¬ 
munity in prewar Poland 
after Warsaw and Lodz, 
with most working as mer¬ 
chants, manufacturers or 
artisans. Before World War 
I, Lviv and the surrounding 
area were part of the east¬ 
ern Galicia region of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire 
and the city was called 
by its German name, Lem¬ 
berg. 

In June 1941, Germany at¬ 
tacked the Soviet Union, its 
former ally. When the Ger¬ 
man forces entered the 
city, they and their Ukrai¬ 
nian collaborators massa¬ 
cred Jews in the city and 
countryside. While occu¬ 
pying the area, Germans 
murdered Jews in the ghet¬ 
to, the Belzec death camp 
and a forced labor camp, 
Janowska, with the final 
annihilation completed by 
June 1943. 
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Of a population of about 
150,000 Jews, only an esti¬ 


mated 1 percent survived. 
In the postwar years, with 
Ukraine part of the Soviet 
Union, the memories of 
the murdered Jews began 
to vanish. Historian Omer 
Bartov has called the area 
a “land of memory and 
oblivion, coexistence and 
erasure, high hopes and 
dashed illusions." 

The remembrance work 
is taking place as Ukraine 
finds itself mired in crisis and 
conflict following Russia’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula and a 
continuing Russia-backed 
insurgency in the east. 
Nationalism has been on 
the rise, and some Ukraini¬ 
ans laud the Nazi-affiliat¬ 


ed irregulars who fought 
against the Soviet Army in 
World Warll. 

To what extent this has led 
to greater anti-Semitism is a 
matter of dispute. Some of 
the people trying to sustain 
the history of Jewish life in 
western Ukraine think the 
amount of anti-Semitism is 
exaggerated as part of a 
Russian propaganda effort. 
Among those honored was 
Marla Raucher Osborn, an 
American who heads Ro- 
hatyn Jewish Heritage . The 
group's projects include re¬ 
storing a Jewish cemetery 
in nearby Rohatyn. 

Osborn said she was hon¬ 
ored to be acknowledged 
along with local activists 
“working quietly in local 
communities, recovering 
Jewish memory with little 
or no knowledge of their 
projects outside of those 
communities, especially 
among the distant Jewish 
diaspora.” 
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The glass keys were the work 
of New Mexico-based artist 
Rachel Stevens, who found 
the rusted synagogue key 
on which they were based 
in February while seeking 
remnants of Jewish culture 
in eastern Galicia as part of 
a research project. 

Stevens used glass for the 
replicas because in Jewish 
tradition the material “rep¬ 
resents the fragility of life." 
Creating them “became 
a tangible way for me to 
express my grief about the 
past and my hope for the 
future,” she said. 

“The idea for this artwork 
seems almost mystically 
delivered to me,” Stevens 
said.Q 



In this undated photo provided by artist Rachel Stevens an old 
synagogue key discovered by Stevens at a market in Lviv, 
Ukraine, and a glass replica that she made modeled on it are 
photographed. 
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In this undated photo, U.S. citizen Marla Raucher Osborn, a 
Rohatyn Jewish heritage project leader, shows volunteers the 
gravestones at an old Jewish cemetery in Rohatyn close to Lviv, 
Ukraine. 













